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Spain remembers victims and salutes survivors
OVIEDO, ASTURIAS. The
Beit Emunah community
remembered the Shoah
victims in a public ceremony
before the monument in
Oviedo’s central park.
Representatives from the
government of Asturias, from
the town, from the gypsy, gay
and lesbian communities and
from the Protestant church
attended the event. Beit
Emunah’s President, Aida
Oceransky, welcomed the
guests and explained the
importance of maintaining
the memory of this traumatic
event. People read poetry
and lit six candles to
remember all victims, Jewish
and non-Jewish.

Chairman’s Message
One of the many wonderful things about Judaism is
that we have more than one New Year. Of course
there is Rosh Hashanah in the autumn, but we also
have one which attaches us closely to the rhythm of
the seasons. It is pleasing to note that Tu B’Shvat
was marked by so many of our communities in so
many imaginative ways.
As you all know, the EUPJ Biennial Conference
is now only two months away. One feature of our
last gathering in London proved so popular that
we are repeating it in Prague. Called “Dragons’
Den”, after a well-known television programme,
our communities are invited to pitch a particular
local project to receive a financial prize (not to
mention a trophy) to further its aims.
This was Rabbi David Mitchell’s idea and I am
delighted to tell you that he will be running this
competition again. The deadline for submitting
ideas is March 15 so please put on your thinking
caps and don’t delay your application. Further
details on how to apply will be sent out soon,
so do keep checking the EUPJ website.
This is a good time to remind you that the EUPJ
is not the only WUPJ region holding its biennial

conference this year.
Personally, I always find it
fascinating and inspirational
to attend the others, so here
are the dates: SAUPJ (May
10-13 in Johannesburg),
IMPJ (June 1-2 in Kibbutz
Shefayim), WUPJ-Latin
America (August 2-4 in
Recife) and UPJ (November
15-18 in Melbourne). Full
details can be found on their websites or by getting
in touch via email, which can also be found on the
sites. – Miriam Kramer

February 2018 Contents
1 Holocaust Remembrance
1 Chairman’s message
5 Editor’s Note
6 EUPJ Conference
7 Community Connections
8 Belgium
9 France
11 Germany

12 Holland
13 Hungary
14 Italy
14 Spain
16 Switzerland
16 UK
19 Education
20 IMPJ & WUPJ

EUPJ Newsletter February 2018

1

International Holocaust Remembrance Day

Brought to life in Spain
SANTIAGO, GALICIA. Bnei Israel continued its
tradition with a series of events to commemorate the
liberation of the Auschwitz death camp in particular
and as a remembrance of the Shoah in general.
The aim is to educate the Spanish society so as to
reduce anti-Semitism, thinly disguised as anti-Israeli
attitudes.
On the eve of the 73rd anniversary, Bnei Israel
marked this historic event and inaugurated an
exhibition called “The Shoah: How it was humanly
possible”, in collaboration with Yad Vashem and
the University of Santiago de Compostela.
The Vice President for Cultural Affairs of the
University and numerous members of Bnei Israel
from many all over Galicia participated in the event,
which was introduced by the community’s President.
The opening was followed by the presentation of the
movie, “The short life of Anne Frank”, and the
lighting of six candles, one for each of the six million
Jews murdered during the Shoah.
The Shoah exhibition will last till the end of
February at the Fonseca Palace in Santiago. We
would like to thank Yad Vashem’s itinerant exhibition
section for providing most of the content, and the
University of Santiago for providing and outfitting the
exhibition premises. – Fredy Sussman

Advertisement poster for the exhibition:
“The Shoah: How it was humanly possible?”
Below. Views of the exhibition

Survivor honoured
BARCELONA, CATALONIA. Holocaust
Remembrance Day was commemorated and
organised by the Barcelona Municipal Government
in honour of all groups that were victimised – Jews,
Roma, LGBT and others.
Two ceremonies took place. The first was in the
Catalonia Parliament with representatives of the
Catalan government and civil society.
Annette Cabelli, a survivor of Auschwitz, was
invited as a special guest by the Catalonia
Government and the City of Barcelona and was
Annette Cabelli lights one of the candles
honoured at the event. Seven candles were lit in
memory of those murdered. Annette represented all
The second was a public ceremony held outside
survivors and lit one of the candles in memory of the the City Hall in Saint James Square at which another
victims. Paula Melamed, Vice President of ATID,
six candles were lit. ATID’s President Silvia Leida
was also one of the candle lighters.
was one of the speakers at the ceremony.
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International Holocaust Remembrance Day

Visibility and recognition key for Bet Shalom
BARCELONA, CATALONIA. Bet Shalom held its
conference on “Perspectives on Education and
own remembrance ceremony with the participation of Remembrance about the Holocaust. A Dialog
Auschwitz survivor, Annette Cabelli, and Nora Gaon between Israel and Catalonia”.
Bet Shalom is working towards visibility and
from the Ghetto Fighters’ House Museum, Lohamei
recognition of the
HaGeta’ot, in Israel.
It was a moving
meaning of the Shoah
tribute to the victims
and is currently working
and the survivors
with the Catalan
who helped build
government to develop
an educational
Israel.
programme to be
In addition,
two cultural events
included in the
were also organised
curriculum of junior
during the same
and high schools.
week – a music
concert with Linda
Lighting Remembrance
Sixou, Sephardic
candles at Bet Shalom
singer; and a

Keeping their memories alive

Paula Melamed (left) representing ATID at the Barcelona’s memorial event. Right: With other candle lighters

Rome recognises the righteous
At the end of January, Beth Hillel Rome and
Gariwo (Gardens of the Righteous Worldwide),
organised an event entitled "Righteous of Yesterday
and Righteous of Today" in the House of Memory
and History in Rome.
Pupa Garribba, researcher of oral history, told
the story of three Righteous of Yesterday, priests
of the Archdiocese of
Genoa, who were
recognised as
“Righteous Among
the Nations” by
Yad Vashem.
They courageously
collaborated with the
Delegation for the
Assistance of Jewish
Emigrants (DELASEM)
during the Nazi
occupation of Genoa,
Pupa Garribba

saving thousands
of Jews.
The historian, Anna
Foa, spoke about three
Righteous of Today,
none of them Jewish,
chosen by the Gariwo
Association: the
guardian of Palmira
archaeological site who
was murdered by ISIS
during the desperate
attempt to defend a
World Heritage Site;
Anna Foa
the tourist guide of the
Bardo Museum in Tunis who saved a group of
Italian tourists during a terrorist attack; and a brave
nurse who witnessed the Rwandan genocide during
which she lost her husband and three children while
she was trying to help the wounded.
– Fabio Benjamin Fantini
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International Holocaust Remembrance Day

United Kingdom pays tribute in multiple events
NEWCASTLE. This year saw North East schools,
churches and local councils participating in a variety
of events to raise awareness of the Shoah and of
genocide in other countries. Members of Newcastle
Reform Synagogue and the United Hebrew
Congregation were very involved and the attendance
was high. In effect, what was designated as
‘Holocaust Remembrance Day’ became ‘Holocaust
Remembrance Days’.

According to Brenda Dinsdale of Newcastle
Reform, North Tyneside Council started the week
by illuminating the tower at Segedunum, the area’s
museum of Roman artefacts. Counsellor Muriel
Green pressed the button and the tower was bathed
in purple light – Holocaust Remembrance Day’s
thematic colour.
St Mary’s Catholic School in Longbenton hosted
an outstanding evening of music and speakers.
The keynote address was given by Simon Wallfisch,
grandson of celebrated musician Anita Lasker
Wallfisch. Simon told his grandmother’s story and
ended his presentation with a salutary talk about
historical anti-Semitism and its impact today.
Arek Hersh, now almost 90 years of age, visited
the region several times. He was guest speaker at
North Tyneside’s major event and joined with other
speakers at local schools to talk of his incarceration
in several concentration camps. He visited Carlisle
and participated in Newcastle’s exhibition at the
City Library.
Arek Hersh (second from right) at the Newcastle City
Library’s exhibition

EDGWARE & HENDON, LONDON. In January,
180 13-year-old students from Canons High School
visited Edgware & Hendon Reform Synagogue to
participate in an educational programme on the
Shoah. For many, it was the first time that they had
set foot inside a synagogue.
The Mayor and Mayoress of Barnet, Dr Matthew
Offord MP and Alderman Richard Romain were
among the distinguished guests who were in
attendance. They were welcomed by Rabbi Daniel
Smith and Rabbi Emily Jurman. The event was led
by EHRS’ Youth and Education departments.
There were more than 40 volunteers from the
community who made the day memorable for their
younger visitors and were on hand to answer
questions and assist with a workshop based on
Irene Sendler, a Catholic social worker in the
Warsaw Ghetto, who saved about 2500 Jewish
children during the war.
Eva Clarke, who was born in Mauthausen
Concentration Camp, Austria, on 29 April 1945, was

present at the ceremony. Eva shared her life story
with an attentive and intrigued audience, and
answered questions afterwards. She has dedicated
her life to sharing her remarkable story.
At the end of the afternoon, six memorial candles
were lit for the six million Jews who died in the
Shoah, and a seventh candle was lit to remember
subsequent world genocides.

Without memory, there
is no culture. Without
memory, there would be
no civilization, no society,
no future. – Elie Wiesel
EUPJ Newsletter February 2018
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Editor’s Note
Tu B’Shvat is all about rebirth,
regrowth and renewal. Planting
trees in Israel has always been a
priority, whether for the pioneers,
the Jewish National Fund, the
government or the people, and it
is an exciting time for everyone
who participates.
Planting a tree has an
impact on every individual who
participates, more so if it’s being
planted in Israel. Although we
couldn’t include everyone’s
Tu B’Shvat celebrations in this
issue, we have a wonderful
selection of different
communities that held their
ceremonies during this “New
Year of Trees”.
Coming up next week is Purim,
the biggest party of all the Jewish holidays. In Israel,
there are dozens of street parades and parties
throughout the country. People start dressing up a
week before and are happy and proud to be seen
celebrating this glorious day – when Esther saved
the Jews from certain death. Communities around
the world also love to host Purim parties, fancy-dress
services and more and we look forward to hearing
about all of them.
As you know, during Purim services, we read the
entire Book of Esther, the whole “Megillah”, a word

that has become synonymous with
a long, involved story told in great
detail, not only relating to Purim.
Whatever your community is
planning to do for Purim this year,
don’t forget to send us a summary
of your events with photos and
captions. We know they’ll be
colourful and we look forward to
including them all in the next
EUPJ newsletter.
But don’t wait till you publish
your monthly newsletters. Send
everything to me as soon after
Purim as possible. We don’t want
you to miss seeing your
celebrations in the newsletter.
Have a festive Purim. – Darryl
Egnal (newsletter@eupj.org)

EUPJ Newsletter Deadlines
Please note: These dates are subject to change.
MONTH

COPY/PHOTOS PUBLISH

March

Wed 14/03/2018 Thu 29/03/2018

April (pre-conf) Mon 09/04/2018 Mon 23/04/2018
May (post-conf) Wed 16/05/2017 Thu 31/05/2018
June

Wed 13/06/2018 Thu 28/06/2018
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Ruth Cohen, Israel
Jeffery Rose, UK
President
Gordon Smith, UK
Vice-Presidents
Alex Dembitz, Switzerland
Rabbi Dr Andrew Goldstein, UK
Rabbi Dr Walter Homolka,
Germany
Rabbi Dr Deborah Kahn-Harris,
UK
Chairman
Miriam Kramer, UK
Vice-Chairs
Stéphane Beder, France
Sonja Guentner, Germany
Michael Reik, UK

Honorary Secretary
John Cohen, UK
Honorary Treasurer
David Pollak, UK
Rabbinic Adviser
Rabbi Ruven Bar-Ephraim,
Switzerland
EUPJ Rabbinic Assembly
Rabbi Ruven Bar-Ephraim,
Chairman
European Beit Din
Rabbi Dr Andrew Goldstein, UK,
Chairman
Rabbi Dr Jackie Tabick, UK,
Convener
Administrator
Deborah Grabiner, UK
administrator@eupj.org

Newsletter Editor
Darryl Egnal, Israel
newsletter@eupj.org
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Community Connections

Similarities across countries: Brussels & London
Last year, Beth Hillel and IJC, our communities in
Brussels, decided to move their respective
congregations into one building. They decided to
visit two communities in London, Mosaic Reform
and Mosaic Liberal, which had already gone down
that path and were sharing the same building while
maintaining their
own religious
identity. The aim
was to learn from
their counterparts’
experiences.
In January, Steve
Brummel, President
of IJC, and David
Weis, Board
Member of Beth
Hillel, visited the
Mosaic Community
in Harrow at the
instigation of
Michael Reik, EUPJ
Board Member and
Member of Mosaic
Reform.
Steve and David
attended the Friday night and Shabbat morning
services at Mosaic Reform and Mosaic Liberal,
witnessed a delightful Shabbat Shira service for
children under 5 and shared in a joint Kiddush.

The next day, Steve returned to learn about how the
communities managed the Cheder at Mosaic, which
now included children from four communities – the
three Mosaic communities (Hatch End Masorti being
the third) and the neighbouring Kol Chai Reform
Synagogue. Steve was impressed by the Bar/Bat
Mitzvah classes.
Hatch End Masorti
is part of the
Mosaic Cultural
Group with its own
separate building
in Hatch End,
which is about
three kilometres
away. It is the
intention that all
three communities
share one building
with three separate
sanctuaries, if a
suitable site can
be found to build
a suitable building
large enough to
take all of them.
The Brussels representatives took away many new
ideas from their trip, which they believe can be put
into practice in their communities. – Michael Reik and
Sarah Smerald

(L-R) Lawrence Chadwick, Chairman, Mosaic Reform; Rabbi Kathleen Middleton, Mosaic Reform; Michael Reik,
Vice Chairman, EUPJ; Steve Brummel, Chairman, IJC Brussels; Daniel Brown, Chairman, Mosaic Liberal; David Weis,
Board Member, Beth Hillel Brussels; and Rabbi Frank Dabba Smith, Mosaic Liberal

New partnership in the making

Hot off the press is the news of the initial stages of
a twinning programme between Beth Hillel in Rome
(left) and GIL in Geneva (right). GIL is arranging a
meeting between Mario Castelnuovo, an Italian
speaker on its Board, to meet with Fabio Fantini,
Beth Hillel’s Vice President, in Rome.
This is an excellent example of how a newlyformed community (Beth Hillel) can benefit from
the experience of a very well-established and

experienced community (GIL).
Young communities who wish to have the
opportunity to benefit from the experience of
twinning with a well-established community,
perhaps with similar language possibilities,
can contact Michael Reik on
jhgroup.t21@btinternet.com or Sarah
Smerald communityconnections@eupj.org.
– Michael Reik and Sarah Smerald
EUPJ Newsletter February 2018
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Belgium

Sharing a new path
IJC Brussels had a great start in its new home in the
Beth Hillel building with its first Shabbat services in
January. Although it was still the holiday period, the
IJC had a large turn-out.
The IJC has embarked on an experiment. We
have moved into the building built by our Frenchspeaking Progressive sister-congregation, Beth
Hillel, and will share the site with them for all
services and events. This co-habitation requires
lots of goodwill to make it work, we are happy to
say there is plenty on both sides.
IJC and Beth Hillel are not alone as we tread down

(L-R) David Weis, Steven Brummel

this path. There are two Progressive communities
outside London, one UK Reform and the other UK
Liberal, sharing the same building in Harrow. They
call themselves the Mosaic Communities. They
maintain their distinct identities with a schedule of
separate services, but many other activities are held
in common, including the Hebrew School. They find
the synergies generated keep their congregations
active and forward-looking.
The Mosaic Communities kindly extended an
invitation to IJC and Beth Hillel to come and witness
them in action. Beth Hillel Board Member, David
Weis, and I took up this invitation and travelled to
London. We received a very warm welcome and
many opportunities to discuss in detail the pluses
and pitfalls of a co-habitation arrangement. The
pluses overwhelm the minuses. I now know that IJC
and Beth Hillel have a fraternal friend who is rooting
for our success and can serve as a sounding board
for issues that arise.
The IJC held a fundraising dinner on Monday
January 29, which featuring a talk by the curator
of the US Holocaust Museum exhibition at the
European Parliament on Nazi Propaganda. The way
the Nazi movement, from its beginnings in 1920,
used modern advertising methods coupled with
intentional falsehood is a lesson not lost in today's
political environment. – Steven Brummel

Save the dates: Purim Masquerade Ball & Brunch
IJC members, Anya Topolski and Lisa Kelman, are
organising a Purim Ball in Brussels to raise money
for Our House Project, a local organisation
providing support to refugees. They are inviting
several local Jewish organisations, including IJC

and Beth Hillel members and friends.
It will be an evening of extravagance and excess,
with a bar rich in cocktails (for a fee), dancing,
music and hors d'oeuvres.
The event takes place on March 3 at 20:00. You
can buy tickets in advance or on site, but there are
a limited number of tickets. Please support this fun
event! Register here.
And what better way to recover from IJC's
Masquerade Ball than by enjoying Beth Hillel’s
Purim Brunch on Sunday March 4. Tasty treats,
a hot and cold buffet, coffee, tea, juice and more,
including fun and games for the whole family.
Everyone is welcome from 11:00.
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Belgium

Uniting the community
The IJC Community celebrated the New Year
of Trees with a Tu B’Shvat Seder that united
the community with the Hebrew School children.
Rabbi Ira Goldberg led a slightly abbreviated
Shabbat service so that everyone could join together
at the end to discuss the meaning of this holiday.
Originally designed to mark the date for the tithing
of fruit and the end of the fruit crop of the previous
year, today Tu B’Shvat has taken on different
meanings, including the revival and redemption
of land, protection of the environment, and a
promise of renewed life and spring to come,
even in the midst of winter.
We all divided into small groups, spending a
few minutes at each of the four tables. Led by
the Hebrew School students with the support of
their teachers, we discussed the meanings and
symbolism of the four different types of fruits
and spices the parents had brought to share
with community.
The first table had fruits that were
edible on the outside, but had a hard
inner pit, such as dates, olives,
cherries, peaches and avocados. We
talked about people with personalities
similar to these fruits; those who are
soft on the outside, but have a tough
interior. We decided that this could
be a good or a bad thing – sometimes
people need tough interiors to stand
up for themselves, and other times
a hard core can represent bitterness
or anger.
The second table had fruits that
were completely edible, such as figs,
grapes, apples and berries. These
fruits represent people who are good

through and through – do good deeds, study Torah,
etc. Some of the children wondered if it would be
better for our leaders to be like these types of fruit, or
if some toughness was also important to be
successful in this role.
At the third table, we had fruits that were hard on
the outside, but soft on the inside, like the famous
Israeli “sabra fruit” (prickly pears). “Sabra” is often
used to describe Israelis themselves – prickly
exteriors with hearts of gold.
And at the fourth table, we smelled delicious
spices such as nutmeg, cloves and cinnamon.
These, Rabbi Ira told us, remind us that there
is more to life than just what we can see with
our eyes.
At the end of the Seder, we sang songs, led
by the Hebrew school students.
We thank everyone who brought the food to
be shared, and everyone who participated in
this special event.

France

4th Encounter of Francophone Liberal Judaism
The fourth gathering of French-speaking Liberal
Jewish communities will be hosted by the Parisian
communities next month. The encounter will include
Shabbat services, meetings, workshops, meals and
music in a convivial atmosphere.
The Rabbis, leaders and members of some 15
communities from France, Belgium, Luxembourg
and Switzerland will come together to exchange
ideas and reflect on Jewish life and the prospects
for developing a Judaism anchored in tradition yet
modern, open and consistent with citizenship
obligations.
These Francophone events, which have become
a regular biennial fixture, were previously held in
Lyon, Toulouse and Brussels.
Under the banner, “Living our Judaism in a

Complex World”, the event will feature three
conferences: “The Liberal communities in our
countries”; “Welcoming the stranger” and “Israel
and our communities”.
The rabbis will present their vision of Liberal
Judaism in 2030 and workshops will be held on
the challenges facing our communities. Services,
Shabbat meals and Havdalah will play key roles in
the weekend. This three-day Shabbaton will offer
many moments of relaxation, music and informal
dialogue.
The Francophone Encounter will be held from
Friday March 23 at 14:00 to Sunday March 25 at
16:00. The event is open to all French speakers.
Call +33-1 44 37 48 48 or visit the website
www.ajl-france.org. – Marc Konczaty
EUPJ Newsletter February 2018
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France

Learning about Tu B’Shvat together
Keren Or in Lyon started Erev Tu B’Shvat with
a special session of our Beit Midrash dedicated
to study Midrashim and Talmudic texts related to
Tu B’Shvat and the preservation of nature.
Rabbi Haim Casas presented all who attended
with a selection of extracts from the Torah and
Talmud, some concentrating on respect for fruit
trees in particular, and others with an eye to
symbolic representation of trees and mankind.
The evening continued with a wonderful
Tu B’Shvat Seder interspersed with readings
of passages from the Psalms.

East & West MJLF celebrate Tu B’Shvat
MJLF WEST (BEAUGRENELLE)
Tu B’Shvat with
Rabbi Yann Boissière
at MJLF West (BGR)
attracted nearly
100 participants,
including a sizeable
group of candidates
for conversion.

MJLF EAST (SURMELIN)
Rabbi Floriane Chinsky led the Tu B’Shvat celebration at
MJLF East (Surmelin) with much singing.
Participants took turns to read from the splendid Haggadah
that Floriane wrote for the occasion.
As in 2017, the community celebrated the holiday with Arzenu.
– Robert Ley

Rabbi Floriane Chinsky with Robert
Ley, President, Arzenu France
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France

Construction of Christianity
A mixed Jewish and Christian group of around
45 people spent a Sunday in January at MJLF
West exploring various Judeo-Christian topics
with Professor Dan Jaffe who came from Bar-Ilan
University in Tel Aviv for his annual seminar.
Since 2011, the professor has been visiting the
Paris community to present a day of study on the
“Construction of Christianity”. Professor Jaffe’s
research focuses on the early Christian period.

Professor Dan Jaffe
This year’s seminar was built around three themes:
““Who is Jesus of Nazareth” or “Can Jesus be
classified among the Jewish movements of his
time?” “Between fantasy and radicalism: The
example of the collapse of the Temple of
Jerusalem”; and “Eroticism, abstinence and
disequilibrium in the Talmudic universe”.
It was an interesting and thought-provoking
seminar enjoyed by all who attended. – Robert Ley

The audience waiting for the event to start

Germany

A happy New Year for Trees in Hamelin
When did you last wish a tree a Happy New Year?
The 15th day of the Hebrew month of Shvat was the
opportunity for all communities to do just that. The
day is better known as Tu B’Shvat, the “New Year of
the Trees”.
In the 16th century, the custom of a Tu B’Shvat
Seder was born. At the Seder, we eat different types
of fruit and nuts, and drink various wines. Tu B’Shvat

is a reminder of the first fruits that can be harvested
in Israel. We also celebrate as a symbol of new life
and the sweet season of spring.
The festival also reminds us to be grateful for all
the food God and nature afford us and to renew our
mindfulness of our place in the circle of life. During
the 19th century, a new custom was introduced, and
since then, planting a tree belongs to this holiday.

Rabbi Ulrike Offenberg with members, Dr Ioulia
Berhowski, Elisabeth Bruns and Polina Pelts (behind)

Celebrating Chanukah with Beit Rambam
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Germany

Highly recognised by the State
Physicist, Dr Jan Mühlstein, Chairman of Beth
Shalom in Munich, was the recipient of two state
awards: the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic
of Germany and the Bavarian Constitution Medal.
In recognition of these remarkable achievements,
Beth Shalom held a special Kabbalat Shabbat
service on February 9. The community’s 25-member
choir, led by Cantor Nikola David, enhanced the

Shabbat mood with the music of, among others,
Emanuel Kirschner, who was the last Cantor of
the pre-war liberal synagogue in Munich before
its destruction in June 1938.
Jan is a co-founder of Beth Shalom, the Liberal
Jewish Community in Munich. In his speech, Jan
reviewed the 23-year path of Beth Shalom and
spoke about its beginnings, which depended entirely
on the volunteer work of members dedicated to the
community. He also invited all younger members to
consider taking leadership roles in order to secure
the continuation and growth of the community.
Sonja Guentner, former chairman of the Union of
Progressive Jews (UpJ) and Vice Chairman of the
EUPJ, highlighted in her greetings the special imprint
that Jan has made in Germany. Not only was he her
predecessor as the Chairman of the UpJ, serving 12
years as Chairman, but he was also a pioneer of the
post-Shoah Progressive Movement in Germany with
enormous emphasis on the youth and Netzer in
Germany. – Rabbi Tom Kučera
Dr Jan Mühlstein (second right) with his wife Dr Verena
Mühlstein, accompanied by Cantor Nikola David (right)
and Rabbi Tom Kučera

Holland

A Tu B’Shvat tradition

The LJG Twente in Holland had another wonderful Tu B’Shvat
celebration at the home of our congregational leaders. A large
group attended the evening and in the photos you can see the
celebration table and part of the congregation.
It was a wonderful and warm evening with some 20 people
attending, which is about half the congregation. We read the
Tu B'Shvat Seder together. The Seder Haggadah was put
together several years ago by our congregational leader,
Berty Oude Engberink. In a sense, it has become an annual
celebration hosted by him and his partner, Daan Daniëls. –
Wilhelmina Hein

Please support the
Friends of Progressive Judaism.
They support us.
EUPJ Newsletter February 2018
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Hungary

A family celebration
The Bet Orim Reform Jewish Congregation
celebrated Tu B’Shvat, or the New Year of the
Trees, on February 2, combined with the usual
Kabbalat Shabbat service.
The New Year of the Trees is a new beginning:
winter is coming to an end in Israel around this
time, and nature revives. It is about this time when
trees begin to bud and blossom. On Tu B’Shvat,
the 15th day of the month of Shvat, we have to
eat 15 different types of fruit according to medieval
tradition, also mentioned in the Torah, such as
grapes, dates, figs, pomegranates and olives,
Zsuzsa Ujj working with the children
which are all indigenous in Israel.
The Tu B’Shvat Seder started at Bet Orim with a
children included making sculptures from fruits.
family handicraft event. Led by Zsuzsa Ujj, artist in
This was followed by a friendly Oneg Shabbat.
residence and member of Bet Orim, activities for the – Miklós Gárdos

Oneg Shabbat at Bet Orim

Hannah with her fruit sculpture

Reform Judaism’s role in Israel
The Bet Orim Reform Congregation welcomed Anna some days in Budapest and took part in the Kabbalat
Kislanski, the Chief Operating Officer of the Israel
Shabbat service.
Movement for Progressive Judaism (IMPJ) on
The members of Bet Orim had a nice evening with
January 12. Anna and her husband, Arthur, spent
the guests. The past year’s events, the history and
the challenges lying ahead of the Hungarian
Progressive Movement were discussed at the event.
Within the framework of the Kabbalat Shabbat,
Anna Kislanski gave a presentation entitled, “The
Current Role of Reform Judaism in Israel”. She
highlighted the history of the Progressive Reform
Movement in Israel to our present day, possibly
paving the way forward for Hungarian progressive
efforts. – Miklós Gárdos
George Hajnal, the Vice President of Bet Orim, and
Anna Kislanski

An experience of a lifetime
Shorashim-Israel with Israelis allows all applicants to
customise their Birthright Israel adventures and travel
with Israelis for the entire experience. Spread the
word so people eligible for Birthright Israel complete
early sign up for a journey with Shorashim!
EUPJ Newsletter February 2018
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Italy

Hiding behind masks
Purim in Rome will be celebrated with an evening
The masked ball will take place at the Grand Hotel
of masks and Megillah readings led by Rabbi Joel
Gianicolo, Viale delle Mura Gianicolensi, 107 at
Oseran, former WUPJ Vice President.
19:15 on Wednesday February 28. All adults and
In a remarkable twist to the usual “whole Megillah”, children are encouraged to come in costume.
readings will take place in SEVEN
different languages – Hebrew,
English, French, Russian, Spanish,
Portuguese and Yiddish. There will be
readings from the illustrated Megillah
for younger children.
The programme for the evening also
includes a parade for the children with
prizes for the best masks, a Hebrew
music concert with Gabriele Coen
(sax and accordion), and a community
dinner with after-dinner festivities.

Spain

First-ever Progressive Shabbaton in Spain
Three Progressive communities in Spain, Bet
Januká, Bnei Israel and the Valencia host
community, Bnei Sefarad, have come together to
hold the first Progressive Shabbaton to be held in
the country. The Shabbaton will take place at Costa
de Azahar from March 9-11 and all Spanish and
Portuguese speakers are invited to participate.
We have received the generous assistance of the
EUPJ in encouraging people to attend the event
from the various different Spanish and Portuguese
communities. In addition, we are fortunate to have
received assistance from Arzenu, the International
Federation of Reform and Progressive Religious
Zionists, and KKL-JNF for this event, which will unite
Progressive and Reform congregations for a full
weekend of activities.
The Shabbaton will kick off with candle lighting and
the Kabbalat Shabbat service led by Rabbi Dr Alona
Lisitsa from HUC-JIR Jerusalem, and an Oneg
Shabbat. Rabbi Alona will also lead us in the
Saturday morning Shabbat service and offer a shiur
in the early afternoon.
The afternoon plan includes three workshops
starting with a discussion on the World Zionist
Organization (WZO) and how Arzenu works within
that structure. We will offer a special session using
materials from Beit Ha’am, a programme developed
by the WZO’s Department for Diaspora Activities.
Lastly, we will have an interactive session on
Shavuot and Eco-Feminism.
After the Havdalah service, we’ll break out the
popcorn and enjoy the fascinating documentary,
“Ben-Gurion, Epilogue”. The weekend will be
rounded off by a meeting between community
leaders and Sonja Guentner, Vice Chairman
of the EUPJ.

We do hope that wishing to visit the “Costa de
Azahar” on the Spanish Mediterranean coast will join
us for what we expect will be a memorable
gathering. Book your place with Yosef Fraile,
President of Bnei Sefarad, Valencia,
bneisefarad@gmail.com – Ahuva Gipson
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Andalusia follows suit
Soon after the Costa de Azahar Shabbaton, Rabbi
prayer, discussion, entertainment, music, tours
Haim Casas will host a Shabbaton in Córdoba under and more.
the auspices of Makom Sefarad from April 6-7.
The Shabbaton is open to all Spanish Jewish
Everyone is invited to join him for a weekend of
communities. This programme has a limited number
of places so don’t delay making your booking. For
further information and reservations, please email:
info@makomsefarad.org.
But wait! There’s more! There will also be an
international Shabbaton in English in Seville and
Córdoba from June 29 to July 1. It is a unique
opportunity to get to know Andalusia and spend
Shabbat with other Jews of different origins in
a setting of incomparable beauty, a place full of
Jewish history.
This journey of learning and celebration will start
on Friday morning in Seville with an introduction to
Spain and Spanish Jewish History. There will be a
visit to the Royal Alcazar and the Jewish Quarter
before returning for Shabbat.
After a Shabbat of services, shiurim, relaxation and
Havadalah on the Guadalquivir River, dinner will lead
to entertainment by Flamenco dancers with a night
tour focusing on “Triana, Inquisition and Conversos”.
Sunday is a day spent in Córdoba meeting with
Sebastian de la Obra, Director of Casa de Sefarad,
a visit to Casa de Sefarad synagogue and Jewish
quarter, and a trip to the Mosque-Cathedral of
Cordoba.
Don’t miss out on this amazing opportunity.
Contact us for more information and bookings on
info@makomsefarad.org – Rabbi Haim Casas

Healthy debate

Traditional celebration
Barcelona’s Bet Shalom celebrated Tu B’Shvat
5578 with a traditional Seder led by our Rabbi
Stephen Berkowitz. We said the blessings over
the fruits, drank the four glasses of wine and read
texts and stories related to the importance of trees,
nature and the environment in our tradition.
A special celebration with the children of our
community took place, led by our madricha. The
children planted spinach and lettuce and learnt
how to nurture and take care of them. It was a truly
joyful way of celebrating the New Year of the trees.

The ATID community in Barcelona celebrated
Tu B’Shvat, the New Year for trees, on Wednesday
January 31.
We began reading and debating about Israel, the
environment and our commitment to
our planet’s survival and ended with a Tu B’Shvat
Seder and the blessing of the seven species. It
was a fantastic evening where we gained a lot of
knowledge and shared a time of family learning.
EUPJ Newsletter February 2018
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Switzerland

Yezidi genocide in Iraq
David Cornut, Campaign Manager for Amnesty
International, will be visiting GIL in Geneva to talk to
the community about the Yezidis.
The Yezidis are an Iraqi religious minority, which
“Islamic State” or Daesh tried to wipe out. During the
first three weeks of August 2014, there were 10,000
dead or missing, and 6,400 women and children
carried off. As of January 2018, 3,000 of them were
still declared missing, the majority in captivity.
Faced with this genocide, the Yezidi community
has tried everything to survive: Mayada, 9, fled from
Daesh across Syria; Arzad, 25, created a rescue
network for captured women while working as an

electrician; and Khalida, 23, after finishing her
engineering studies, decided to focus on refugees.
Mahmoud, 60, and Jan, 52, have taken it upon
themselves to create and finance a trauma institute
dedicated to the survivors, “because we find
ourselves in the same situation as the survivors in
Poland after the Second World War”, they say.
David met the victims in Iraq, innocent people and
witnesses of a modern genocide, and he will discuss
their stories and his experiences with them.
This extraordinary talk will take place at GIL,
Geneva, on March 12 from 18.45-21.45. Register for
the event at info@gil.ch.

United Kingdom

A hat-trick of rabbinic changes

Rabbi Professor Tony Bayfield and Rabbi Kath Vardi

Rabbi Kath Vardi and Rachael Lake, Mayor of

North West Surrey Synagogue (NWSS)
welcomed over 300 guests on Sunday January
14 for the induction of Rabbi Kath Vardi, the
largest attendance ever at the shul.
Distinguished guests included the Mayor of
Elmbridge, local clergy from several religions,
representatives from Reform Judaism, Liberal
Judaism, Leo Baeck College and other rabbis.
Also present were many founding members
and their families, celebrating the start of a year

of festivities marking the synagogue’s 50th
anniversary.
Rabbi Vardi was inducted by Rabbi Professor
Tony Bayfield CBE, the Rabbi at NWSS from 19681982, Rabbi Dr Deborah Kahn-Harris, Leo Baeck
College’s Principal, Rabbi Dr Charles Middleburgh,
Leo Baeck College's Dean and Director of Jewish
Studies and Rabbi Dr Jackie Tabick, Convenor of
the Reform and EUPJ Batei Din, and the Rabbi at
NWSS from 1998-2013.

Hatch End Reform Jewish Community, Kol Chai,
held a special Shabbat Induction Service on January
13, officially welcoming Rabbi Naomi Goldman to her
new post.
Having begun her duties in September, this was
the first opportunity for chairman Robert Braham
to invite members of the wider local community to
meet Rabbi Naomi – and to celebrate this new
‘relationship’ with Kol Chai members, friends and
family.
Rabbi Naomi said: “It has been wonderful to join
this warm, friendly, inclusive community, with its
strong traditions of learning, rich living spirituality
and its informal approach. I look forward to working
with all its members over the coming years to
Kol Chai Chairman, Robert Braham, and Rabbi
develop the community even further.”
Naomi Goldsmith
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Sinai Synagogue in Leeds marked the retirement
of Rabbi Ian Morris after 21 years in the position at
a recent Shabbat morning service. Rabbi Morris and
his family were called to the Torah and read the
blessings.
Brenda Dinsdale, representing the Board of
Reform Judaism UK, made a presentation on behalf
of the Board and gave a short address in which she
reminisced about a conference she had attended
shortly after Rabbi Morris’s arrival from Australia.
In his farewell speech, Rabbi Morris had likened
Sinai Synagogue to a beacon, leading the way in
Reform Judaism, and Brenda further developed this
theme by suggesting that it was actually Rabbi
Morris who was the beacon.
Brenda Dinsdale and Rabbi Ian Morris

Shemesh summer camp applications now open
Shemesh is RSY-Netzer’s series of fun and friendly
residential summer camps. Your children will have
the opportunity to be part of the special RSY-Netzer

atmosphere, experience lots of fun activities and
games while exploring their Judaism. Whether they
have been on camp before or this is their first RSYNetzer event, the memories they make will last a
lifetime.
RSY-Netzer offers five residential summer camps
for school years 5-10, running from the July 31August 14.
For more information, please visit the RSY-Netzer
website, contact the office on 020 8349 5666 or
email ajoseph@rjuk.org. Alternately, the application
for the camps is out now and there is an early bird
discount, so apply online now!

Eco Synagogue launched to encourage good
environmental practices
On the eve of Tu B’Shvat, more than 150 people
from across the Jewish community gathered at
New North London Synagogue (NNLS) for the
launch of Eco
Synagogue, the
ground-breaking,
cross-communal
initiative to enable
synagogues to
become more
environmentally
sustainable.
Over 20
synagogues
from across all
denominations were
represented at the
launch.
Eco Synagogue,
created with the support of the highly-successful
Eco Church, was founded by Finchley Progressive
Synagogue, Finchley Reform Synagogue, New
North London Synagogue, Muswell Hill Synagogue

and Alyth Synagogue.
Eco Synagogue operates through an online
survey, which assesses synagogues’ activities – for
example looking at
how energy-efficient
their buildings are
and how they tend
any land they own
or care for; whether
they consider the
environmental
impact of food
served at events;
the extent to which
ecological principles
are reinforced in
teaching, preaching
and other
opportunities within
the cycle of the Jewish year; and how members can
be encouraged to become more environmentally
responsible.
Read the full article here.
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Huge turnout for Liberal and Reform teacher training
More than 150 heads of Jewish schools, teachers
and assistants attended a joint Liberal Judaism and
Reform Judaism training day, held at Leo Baeck
College.
Organised by Reform Judaism’s Community
Educator, Rabbi Debbie Young-Somers, and Liberal
Judaism’s Rabbi Sandra Kviat, the day featured
presenters from both movements and the College,
as well as from the National Library of Israel, the
Israel Movement for Progressive Judaism (IMPJ),
Jewish Interactive and Camp Simcha.
The wide range of topics covered included
technology, inclusiveness, Hebrew, positive
behaviour management, crafts, Israel and curriculum
development.
Karen Ettinger of the National Library of Israel
opened the day with a keynote address on
“Teaching Israel at 70”.
Reut Noyman, Director of Jewish Peoplehood
Education Center (Yachdav) and Director of Israel

and Overseas at the Education Department of the
IMPJ, ran a special session for heads, detailing
resources ranging from one-time programmes
around the Shoah and memory to year-long curricula
linking classes in the UK with a classroom in Israel.
This is the first time these programmes have been
offered in Britain. Read the full article here.

West London Synagogue’s upcoming events
Two exciting Purim events are planned
for next Wednesday at West London
Synagogue. The first, a fun family Purim
party with the theme, “Aladdin: Arabian
Nights, A Whole Jew World” will take
place from 16:30-23:00. Get in touch
with Kathryn Forro for further information:
Kathryn.forro@wls.org.uk
The second event, with the same “A
Whole Jew World” theme, is aimed at
the Young Adults Division (YAD) and
students of WLS. The venue for the “Secret Purim Lounge” is the WLS YAD
Speakeasy from 20:30. The entry password will be emailed on the day of the
event. If you’d like to attend, please email Jasmine Blum:
jasmine.blum@wls.org.uk.
Once a month, YAD WLS holds a “Torah and Tea” event for all young adults and students. This is an
entertaining evening and a great opportunity to learn and grow. Just sign up in advance to secure your
place – and please share this with your friends or whomever you think would be interested in reading the
Torah with a twist! The next event is on Tuesday February 27 from 19:00-21:00. Email Jasmine Blum:
jasmine.blum@wls.org.uk for further information.

Alliance for Progressive Judaism UK Israel Desk
Friends of Progressive Judaism looking for new
Trustees
Are you passionate about a Progressive Israel that
values coexistence, inclusion and Progressive
Jewish expression? Friends of Progressive Judaism
(FPJ) is looking for individuals to expand its Board of
Trustees.
FPJ is a UK Charity that raises money solely for
projects that support coexistence, Progressive
Judaism and the legal work of The Israel Religious
Action Centre (IRAC).

Engage with Israel through APJUK
Do you engage with Israel? Are you looking
for inspiration and resources? Does your Israel
Committee want to do more? We are looking to
connect with you!
To ensure we are meeting the needs of the
Liberal and Reform communities, we need to
hear from you.
Please email Carrie today to connect:
israeldesk@apjuk.org.
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EDUCATION

Creating meaningful connections
This year’s Bergman Seminar for Progressive
Jewish Educators, “Creating Meaningful
Connections”, is an intensive 10-day programme
for educators from around the world.
Run by the WUPJ Center for Leadership
Development and Education (formerly Anita
Saltz International Education Center), it combines
classroom and text study with site visits in Jerusalem
and around Israel that will bring the texts and ideas
to life.
The seminar’s multidisciplinary curriculum
incorporates several conceptual approaches to
culture, spirituality, language, history and memory.
The seminar will focus on the multitude of Jewish
narratives inside and outside the Land of Israel,
and play off the creative tension that has existed

A study experience in Israel

between Israel and Diaspora communities
throughout Jewish history as well as today.
The faculty will include some of Israel’s finest
teachers, offering an extraordinary opportunity
for intellectual exploration. It takes place from
July 12-22 this year. Read more about it here.

Dealing with the Jewish media

The Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies in
Jerusalem welcomes students from France, the UK,
Switzerland, Bulgaria, Brussels, Germany and
Spain as part of its diverse community of learners.
Become a Pardes student to delve into classic texts
and contemporary issues within an open, warm and
challenging environment.
We are now accepting applications for Summer
2018 and 2018-2019 academic year so please
don’t forget to find out about the Pardes European
Leadership Fellowship.
Contact erika@pardes.org.il to explore the
The first European Jewish Media and
programme that’s right for you – and ask us
Communications Encounter will take place in
about scholarships for WUJP community leaders.
Rome from March 11-13 under the auspices of the
European Council of Jewish Communities (ECJC).
This seminar is aimed at professionals dealing with
the Jewish media and Board Members of Jewish
organisations dealing with communication.
Besides the training, there will be an important
opportunity to exchange best practices and also to
build a network on media. Places are limited.
Deadline to apply is Wednesday 28 February.
Click here to find out more and apply.

Yesod Professional Development Fund open
The first European Jewish Media and
Communications Encounter will take place in
Rome from March 11-13 under the auspices of the
European Council of Jewish Communities (ECJC).
This seminar is aimed at professionals dealing with
the Jewish media and Board Members of Jewish
organisations dealing with communication.
Besides the training, there will be an important
opportunity to exchange best practices and also
to build a network on media. Places are limited.
Deadline to apply is Wednesday 28 February.
Click here to find out more and apply.
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IMPJ

Israel Reform Movement Biennial
Join us in celebrating Reform Judaism in Israel at
our 23rd IMPJ Biennial! Share in a Shabbat
weekend of engagement, learning, music and prayer
with fellow Israeli Reform congregants, leadership,
rabbis and our friends and partners from around the
world.
This is the second time that we will be running an
International Track at the IMPJ Biennial. As part of
this track, you will enjoy lectures, workshops and
panels in both English and Russian, as well as
musical performances, Kabbalat Shabbat and
Shabbat morning services and other activities.
The main opening plenary at the Biennial will
be accompanied by translation into English.
The International Track will be held alongside the
general Biennial programming, with over 1,200
people in attendance, including members of our 50
Israeli congregations. Hebrew speakers coming from
overseas are welcome to attend any of the Biennial
programmes.
Registration and payment can be made through
the Biennial’s secure website.

WUPJ

WUPJ app makes finding a community simple
Travelling overseas? Looking to
experience Shabbat or holiday
services with other, like-minded
Reform, Progressive or Liberal
Jews? We’ll connect you with
communities worldwide for home
hospitality, services and more!
What makes Reform and
Progressive Judaism so special?
The 1.8 million Jews who are
affiliated with our inclusive and
values-driven movement in over
50 countries around the world.
As the global organisation
that represents and strengthens
global Reform Jewry, the World
Union is proud to help connect
you with open-minded and
welcoming Jews and their
congregations as you travel the

world for holidays, Shabbat or
vacations.
Our Find a Community app puts
global Reform Judaism at your
fingertips. All you have to do is enter
your destination city to discover a
range of Reform, Progressive, Liberal
and Reconstructive congregations
and communities nearby.
Then send an inquiry to get
information about services, join
upcoming events and make
arrangements for home hospitality. It’s
like visiting the family you never knew
you had.
Discover what it means to belong to
a global family by reading Sharon
Mann’s article: How a Visit to an
Amsterdam Synagogue Changed Our
Entire Vacation. – WUPJ

Travel down the Danube with the WUPJ
WUPJ presents the “Danube Jewish Heritage River
Cruise” featuring Scholar-in-Residence, Professor
Natan Meir, from July 8-15. There is also an optional
Budapest and Prague Post-Tour. The booking
deadline is soon so book your trip now.
Led by the engaging and enlightening Professor
Meir, we will travel to Nuremberg to set sail aboard

a luxurious Viking Longship for a journey of a
lifetime along the Danube River. Professor Meir's
presentations and touring commentary along the
way will help create an immersive experience that
will not soon be forgotten.
Find out more about this exciting tour here.

EUPJ Newsletter February 2018

20

