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The WUPJ sends warm greetings to our partners in the EUPJ. This has been an unprecedented 
year of tragedy and war in Israel and rising antisemitism in the Diaspora. The WUPJ’s mission to 
connect across the Progressive Jewish world, provide support and serve as a platform for ideas 
guides us more than ever in these challenging times. Our activities this year reflect our strengthened 
resolve and imperative to nurture global Progressive Jewish leadership. Here are a few highlights: 

WUPJ Israel Emergency Appeal 
- The WUPJ raised and distributed funds in collaboration with the IMPJ and other Israeli partners 

for first responding, rehabilitation and refugee support. 

 
WUPJ-Arzenu Global Solidarity Mission to Israel 
- Twenty leaders representing diverse regions, ages and positions visited sites, engaged in 

dialogue and demonstrated support for Israel. These participants now lead at home as 
ambassadors for Israel and Progressive Zionism. 
 

Shlichei Tzibor Leadership Training 
- WUPJ inaugurated a global forum of leaders of Shlichei Tzibor training programs, creating a 

database of resources, programming and peer support and providing pedagogical and 
organizational consulting to local programs. 

- The WUPJ organised a leadership seminar in Israel for 25 emerging shlichei tzibor from 
Progressive communities in Russia, Ukraine and Belarus, including practical training and 
deepening understanding of Israel after October 7th. 
 

Netzer and Tamar 
- Despite the war in Israel, Netzer’s gap year in Israel program Shnat Shachar 2024 is underway 

with participation based at Machon Le’Madrichei Chutz La’Aretz, volunteering and learning on a 
kibbutz and working at URJ summer camps. Registration is open for Shnat Te’enah 2025. 

- Twenty-five leaders representing all Netzer Europe branches convened in Barcelona for a Netzer 
Europe seminar, including representatives from the WUPJ Ukraine refugee group in Spain.  

- The first ever Progressive Tamar Taglit Israel Mission was held in May in cooperation with Taglit, 
Israel Experience and Arzenu. A second mission is planned for August 2024. 

 
Am Yisrael Chai! 
 

  
Rabbi Sergio Bergman, President Phyllis Dorey, Chair 

  

https://wupj.org/emergency-appeal-to-help-israeli-victims-of-terror/
https://wupj.org/news/2024/03/60100/end-of-wupj-arzenu-solidarity-mission-to-israel-statement/
https://wupj.org/news/2024/03/60100/end-of-wupj-arzenu-solidarity-mission-to-israel-statement/
https://wupj.org/news/2024/06/60427/wupj-brings-together-reform-community-leaders-from-russia-ukraine-and-belarus-for-seminar-in-israel/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1qhNgawYoavjABipIzm9-6G0sElkzCfAEQRwJvJXXfqA/edit#slide=id.g2da874a55da_0_28
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1qhNgawYoavjABipIzm9-6G0sElkzCfAEQRwJvJXXfqA/edit#slide=id.g2da874a55da_0_28
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Reflecting back on 2023, I want to begin by expressing my gratitude 

to our President Miriam Kramer. In April 2023, Miriam Kramer 

graciously agreed to take on the interim chairmanship of the EUPJ 

to ensure that an orderly leadership transition would be possible. 

This allowed the leadership of the EUPJ to recruit a full slate of 

officers so that at our last European Assembly in August 2023, we 

were able to appoint all vacant officer positions to ensure that we 

have a diverse Management Committee team, comprising 

individuals from six different constituent countries with Miriam 

Kramer transitioning to the role of President. 

 

The Management Committee has done a significant amount of work 

reflecting on the core mission of the EUPJ and how we might best 

serve our members’ needs. I am grateful for all the frank 

conversations that I and others from the Management Committee 

were able to have with members of the Executive Board and 

representatives from our membership organisation. The Management Committee realises that there 

is much work that needs to be done to ensure that the EUPJ can truly deliver value to its membership 

organisations but am optimistic that we are moving in the right direction. 

 

The work of the new Management Committee quickly fell under the shadow of the events of 7 

October, the ongoing Gaza war and the significant rise in antisemitism that we have witnessed 

across our region in the past months. I am glad that in partnership with Arzenu (the progressive 

movement’s Zionist organisation) and the World Union for Progressive Judaism (WUPJ), we were 

able to offer to our constituents various webinars to update them about the situation in Israel. We 

are continuing to pay close attention in particular to the challenges that antisemitism poses to our 

member organisations. Our new EUPJ-EU rabbinic envoy, Rabbi Brian Doyle-Du Breuil attended 

the EU-Israel High Level Seminar on Combating Racism, Xenophobia and Antisemitism. We are 

also in discussion with the Jewish Agency for Israel (JAFI) to ensure that all of our communities who 

are in need of support with the physical safety of their buildings get access to the Security Assistance 

Fund. In addition, we are looking to work with JAFI through JReady to provide community resilience 

training for our communities facing antisemitism. 
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As part of EUPJ’s activities focused on antisemitism prevention, the EUPJ Neighbours’ Project held 

its final conference in Amsterdam in April. Big thanks must go especially to Paul Gompes from the 

EUPJ Foundation, who organised the conference, supported by Jonathan Eaton and Dominika 

Zakrzewska from the EUPJ Management Committee. A full report about the conference and the 

project is available on our website. We can take great pride in this important EU-funded project, in 

which eight of our member congregations participated. 

 

A significant part of the mission of the EUPJ is to work with emerging and developing Progressive 

congregations in our region. This includes the particularly rewarding work of supporting local 

minyanim in establishing congregations and helping them adopt good governance procedures as 

well as provide regular services and activities. In addition to the two new congregations, which the 

Executive Board has approved for associate membership, we are working with groups in Georgia, 

Portugal, Lithuania and Slovenia. We are also happy that our congregation in Lisbon has grown so 

that we were able to approve them to become full members of the EUPJ. Unfortunately, the work 

with emerging congregations does mean that from time to time there will be a congregation that 

despite our efforts is not able to meet EUPJ’s standards. This is sadly the case for Bnei Sefarad and 

they have resigned their associate membership. 

 

In addition to the support offered to emerging congregations, we are also actively supporting our 

developing congregations – in particular through advocacy work (e.g., to achieve cross-communal 

or state recognition) and with resources (e.g. support for developing prayer books). Thanks to the 

generosity of the Roswell Family, we are able to provide grants to congregations in Eastern-Central 

Europe, Italy and the Spanish peninsula. However, congregations from any of our regions are 

encouraged to reach out to us with requests for support as we are working with a number of funding 

bodies through which we can apply for additional resources. 

 

Despite the fact that our established communities are less in active need of support from the EUPJ, 

we recognise that we must also provide value to those communities that provide much of our budget. 

We are currently exploring with a number of foundations if there might be project opportunities that 

could be particularly interesting for our more established communities. 

 

Another important service provided for our congregation is the European Beit Din. We are grateful 
to Rabbi Dr Jackie Tabick who has agreed to continue convening the Beit Din until the end of 2024 
despite her retirement from her role as the convener of the Beit Din of Reform Judaism UK. A task 
force has convened over the past months to look at the role of the convenor of the Beit Din and we 
hope to soon be in a position to be able to advertise for a successor for Rabbi Tabick. My thanks 
also to all the rabbis who volunteer to serve on the Beit Din when it convenes across Europe. 
 

We also continue to provide support to member organisations who are facing crisis situations. In 

particular, we are working with the WUPJ to ensure the survival of the Abraham Geiger Kolleg (AGK), 

one of four Progressive rabbinic training institutions in Europe. We have appointed Rabbi Ruven 

Bar-Ephraim to represent the EUPJ Management Committee on the governance committee of the 

AGK, which was newly constituted by the Berlin community (the current owners of AGK). While we 

no longer set aside a fixed percentage of membership affiliation fees to support rabbinic training, it 

remains a priority of the EUPJ to ensure that enough rabbis are trained in Europe to be able to serve 

our congregations. 
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We are excited that we will be returning to holding in person meetings. As announced earlier, we are 

looking forward to welcoming members of the Executive Board and their spouses to a special 

Shabbaton in Vienna from 29 Nov to 1 Dec. The meeting will also be open to any other constituent 

delegates who want to join us in Vienna. Full details about the programme will be shared shortly. 

 

Having convened for a two-day in-person strategy meeting at the beginning of July, the Management 

Committee has reflected on the important ongoing task of ensuring that as an organisation the EUPJ 

is fit for purpose. In the spirit of Rabbi Hillel’s teaching in Pirkei Avot, we acknowledge that it is not 

our task to finish the work but neither are we free to desist from it. I, together with the Management 

Committee, look forward to working with all our constituent members that the EUPJ may grow from 

strength to strength. 

 

 
Rabbi Lea Mühlstein 

Chair 

 

 

 

  

SAVE THE DATE 

EUPJ SHABBATON 

Vienna, 29 Nov to 1 December 2024 

We are looking forward to welcoming our Executive Board as well as other interested 

constituent delegates to our first in-person Shabbaton following the pandemic. 

In light of the current realities, the programme of the Shabbaton will focus on how the 

situation in Israel is affecting our communities and will provide opportunities to share 

best practices in responding to rising antisemitism across Europe. 

Registration will open on 1 August at www.eupj.org 
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Provided below are tables reflecting the income and expenditure of the EUPJ for 2023 and 
comparative figures for 2022. The final table reflects our Balance Sheet as at 31 December 2023, 

together with a summary of the main events that contributed to the annual results. 
 

EUPJ Income and Expenditure 2023    

  2023 2022 

 % of Total £ £ 

Income    

Affiliation fees 26% 88,080  58,280  

Donations 6% 20,253  200  

Interest 1% 4,269  1,030  

Other Income 0% 31  655  

Roswell Fund 33% 110,598  37,812  

Roswell Capital Fund 13% 45,329   

Baalei Tefillah Europe (BTE)- Fees re programme 0% -    200  

Baalei Tefillah Europe (BTE)- (Monies refunded)/Grant 
received 

0% -    3,560  

Breslauer 10% 33,194  21,864  

Know Your Neighbour 0% -               
13,835  

Rabbinic Training Fund (RTF) 0% -               
23,995  

Conference/Kallah Income 0% -    -    

Ukrainian aid donations 0% 715  76,482  

European Beit Din (EBD) 10% 34,034  5,788  

Totals 100% £336,503  £243,701  

 

  2023 2022 

  £ £ 

Expenditure    

Administration 16% 35 441  32,467  

 (Gain)/Loss on Exchange 4% 8,152 -        3,897  

Roswell Fund 10% 20,919  23,675  

Baalei Tefillah Europe (BTE) 0% -    5,540  

Breslauer 16% 35,247  24,692  

Know Your Neighbour 0% -             2  14,017  

Rabbinic Training Fund (RTF) 4% 9,000  18,000  

Supporting communities 16% 34,827  14,369  

European Beit Din (EBD) 7% 14,458  5,788  

Ukrainian appeal distribution and costs 27% 57,692  15,351  

Total 100% £215,734  £150,002  
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EUPJ Income and Expenditure 2023   

 2023 2022 

 £ £ 

Income 336,503  243,701  

   

Expenditure 215,734  150,002  

   

Surplus £120,769 £93,699 

   

 
EUPJ Balance Sheet 2023   

 2023 2022 

 £ £ 

Assets   

Debtors 2,466  85,686  

Cash 485,195  475,624  

 £487,661  £561,310  

   

Liabilities   

Creditors £25,069  £219,484  

   

Net Assets £462,592  £341,826  

   

Funds   

Unrestricted 245,940  194,205  

Restricted 216,652  147,621  

 £462,592  £341,826  

 
 
2023 Financial Report Narrative  

1. The surplus on unrestricted funds for the year was £51,738 (2022: £12,437). 
2. The surplus on restricted funds for the year was £69,031 (2022: £81,263). 
3. Affiliation fees for the year totaled £88,080 which was some more than in 2022, as no 

transfer was made to the Rabbinic Training Fund. 
4. Affiliation fees for the year totaled £88,080 which was some more than in 2022, as no 

transfer was made to the Rabbinic Training Fund. 
5. No Rabbinic Training Fund income was allocated from Affiliation Fees. 
6. The European Beit Din income for the year was £10,090: £4,302 higher than the previous 

year. 
7. Administration expenses for 2023 totaled £35,441 in increase of £2,974 as compared to 

expenditure in 2022. 
8. Money received from Roswell funds in 2020, (£78,718), was reclassified and added as 

income in Roswell funds (and not simply a liability to spend it for specific purposes. 
9. Money received from Roswell Capital in 2020, (£45,329), was reclassified as income from 

previous years (and not simply a liability to spend it for specific purposes. 
10. There was a £8,152 gain on exchange in the year. These are included under 

administrations costs within the Statement of Financial Activities. 
11. Bank balances at 31 December were £485,197 (2022: £475,624), an increase of £9,573. 
 
A copy of the certified accounts can be viewed here. 
 

 
For more information, please contact Pierre Elkaim, Vice-Chair Finance 
Email: Treasurer@eupj.org   

https://eupj.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/signed-accounts-2024.pdf
mailto:Treasurer@eupj.org
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The Roswell Fund was established in 2009 through the generosity of Betty z’l and Arthur Roswell. It 
exists in order to provide financial support that enables communities in Central and Eastern Europe 
to develop their congregational programmes in order to promote Progressive Judaism amongst their 
members and community leaders. Since its establishment, Betty and Arthur kindly agreed that 
funding could be extended to include similar activities in Spain and in 2014, Italy. Income is derived 
from the allocations calculated from the interest earned on the capital fund.  
 
In Italy and Spain, great strides have been achieved through the activities of the member 
communities which in Italy makes up the Federation of Italian Progressive synagogues (FIEP). 
Initiatives by Beth Hillel (Rome), and in Spain Beth Janukah (Rota), and their education projects and 
Shabbatons are strengthening the memberships of many communities throughout both countries. 
Rabbi Alona Lisitsa continues to conduct Jewish education and conversion classes and to lead 
services at regular intervals across the country, and her support for all communities in Spain, funded 
by the Roswell Fund, are invaluable.  
 
In Spain, there are new communities in Seville and Valencia and the congregation in Lisbon, 
Portugal, Ohel Jacov continues to grow. In Italy, a new community, Or’Ammim (Bologna), has been 
developed and has become a member of FIEP.  
 
All of these projects and programmes require major funding and the Roswell Fund continues to make 
a significant contribution. For this, we continue to be very grateful to the Fund’s founders, Arthur and 
Betty. 
 
HUNGARY 
 
Budapest Bnei-Mitzvah Programme Project  
This programme was coordinated by Bet Orim, for both Bet Orim (Budapest) and Szim Salom 
(Budapest). 
 
Following the conclusion of the joint project with West London Synagogue, London, the EUPJ were 
fortunate to secure the services of Rabbi Thomas Salamon who together with the Management 
Committee member, Robert Weiner, made several visits to our communities in Budapest and have 
built on the work of Rabbi Ariel Pollak over the last 3 years. There is an ambition to develop a joint 
cultural and religious centre, a building that the two communities can share, plus meetings with 
Mazsihisz (The Federation of Hungarian Jewish Communities), the JDC and Jews who have no 
synagogue affiliations have all occupied time spent in Hungary. The positive results, summarised 
above, bear testimony to the work being done.  
 
Programme for Reform Jewish Conversion in Hungary 
The implementation of the project progressed well. Considering the substantial progress of the 
project surpassing its target and to facilitate continuation of our ongoing efforts of (€5,000) from the 
outstanding balance of EUR 6,000 to our congregations. 
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Bet Orim and Szim Salom communities are expressing their heartfelt gratitude for the continuous 
support of Roswell Funds / EUPJ, the West London Synagogue as well as to Rabbi Thomas Salamon 
for their financial support and also to Bet Orim member donors. 
 
ITALY 
 
Beth Hillel Education Project 
Thanks to the financial support of the Roswell Fund, the newly instituted religious school Giorgio 
Coen project which began in 2017 has been quite successful. The enrolment has nearly doubled 
since it started and the school has become a major component of Beth Hillel’s community life.  
As a result of the success these past two years, our parents have encouraged us to add yet one 
more day a month of classes – so this present school year we will be offering classes 3 times a 
month. This is a major development indeed, attesting to the maturity and stability of our congregation. 
 
The Tot Shabbat Childhood Jewish Learning Programme 
This is a new Project which started in 2023 and received a partial financing through Roswell funds 
(€5000) for Beth Hillel (Roma). It is an inclusive and interactive experience for children aged 3-10 
years, introducing them to Jewish customs, traditions, and values in a Reform setting. Through 
engaging activities, stories, and music, we nurture their curiosity, foster a love for Judaism, and 
create a sense of belonging within the community.  
 
SPAIN & PORTUGAL 
 
Siddur for young children 
In 2023, Rabbi Alona Lisitsa has created and published a siddur for little children in Spanish and 
Portuguese. The illustrations and editing were by Amanda (Ahuvah) Gipson and Debora Rios Rey, 
the lay leaders of Bet Januka and the Portuguese version was by Andre (Israel) Falcao, Ohel Jacob's 
President. 

 
Education Classes 
Monthly Rosh Chodesh class 
Classes for the bar/bat mitzvah children online  
Weekly classes: bar/bat mitzvah course+ cantillation classes and drasha writing. 

 
Course for Prayer Leaders [shlichei tzibur]:  
Classes for Shir Jadash (Valencia) 

Services:  
Online Slichot service + Maariv service 

 
Bnei-Mitzvah ceremonies: 
Bat mitzvah in Jerusalem for a member of Ohel Jacob (Lisbon). 

 
Support to Communities:  
In touch on a regular basis with the congregational leadership advising and supporting them as well 
as new emerging chavurot 
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Conversion classes, Batei Din, services, shabbatons and community work 
As a sponsoring rabbi for the Iberian Peninsula, Rabbi Alona Lisitsa interviews all the candidates 
presented by their respective congregations. After they join the conversion class, she remains in 
touch on a regular basis to provide them with support and accompanies the candidates through their 
process. Where there are families with children, they are taught separately from the adult individual 
conversion program. Rabbi Lisitsa held mid-term and final interviews for all the candidates and 
completed all the documents and forms required by the European Beit Din. 
By communities, the main points are: 

 
Ohel Jacob (Lisbon, 78 members) Shabbaton and community development  
Rabbi Alona Lisitsa supported the development of this congregation which was successfully admitted 
to the EUPJ as associate member and have now applied for full membership. The community is now 
well established and promises to grow in the coming years. 
 
Weekly online conversion classes for a child were performed by Rabbi Alona Lisitsa 
Shabbat ceremony was held live in March. 
Yom Kippur, Sukkot, Simchat Torah services were held locally [evening and morning services] 
 
Shir Jadash (Valencia)  
A new Reform congregation known as Shir Jadash has been established In Valencia. 
Rabbi Alona Lisitsa has been working closely with the community’s elected Board, guiding and advising, 
where required. 

 
The congregation has applied to the EUPJ to be admitted as an associate member. 
In August-September: a course for shlichei tzibur [prayer leaders] was conducted for Shir Jadash, 
Valencia. 

  
Bet Januka (Rota) (17 adults and 13 children) 
A bar mitzvah ceremony was held in March (including bar mitzvah course and cantillation classes). 
 
Javura Etz Jayim, Asturias, Xixon (Giron) (13 adults) 
They have just started the process of emerging as a congregation after many years as a Chavurah. 

 
Or Hadash (Madrid) and Bet Shalom (Barcelona)  
There have been individuals from these congregations and from the congregations of other 
denominations who joined the online classes/activities from time to time. 

 
 
 
For more information on Roswell Foundation funded grants, please contact Pierre Elkaim, Vice-
Chair Finance. Treasurer@eupj.org 
  

mailto:Treasurer@eupj.org
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Board and Staff Changes 
In April 2023, Paul Gompes, who worked in the international music business and musical heritage, 
joined the foundation board to focus on its restructuring. He is also a member of the board of the 
Dutch Union for Progressive Judaism.  
 

In June 2023, Sonja Guentner stepped down as board member and Acting Director of the 
EUPJ Foundation. She also retired from her role as project manager. In October 2023, the 
treasurer, Paul Winter, resigned and was replaced by Pierre Elkaim who also serves as 
treasurer on the board of the EUPJ. Pierre is a finance director with extensive international 
experience. 
 
 
Activities 
The year 2023 saw the culmination and continuation of several EU funded projects in which the 
EUPJ foundation participated.  

 
Networks Overcoming Antisemitism (NOA)  

NOA is a pioneering approach to tackle the problem of rising antisemitism in 

Europe. With its unique partnership with CEJI, it evaluated EU Member 

States’ policies across areas, from education to culture and security with the 

aim of developing holistic national action plans to address and prevent 

antisemitism. The output of NOA as series of reports for each European 

country which reviewed the effectiveness of National Government measures 

aimed at Fostering Jewish Life & countering Antisemitism. Leslie Bergman, 

Honorary Life President of the EUPJ, returned to finalise the last report cards 

of the EUPJs contribution. These reports can be found at https://www.noa-

project.eu/report-cards/. 

 

 

EU Antisemitism Survey FRA/KANTAR 
EUPJ Partnered with Kantar for the measuring 
of hate crime and discrimination against Jews 
across Europe. The EU Agency FRA conducted 
two similar surveys in 2012 and 2018. Each 
provided insights into contemporary 
antisemitism in the EU. The results of these 
surveys are driving EU policy in tackling 
antisemitism across the European Union. 

. 

 
 
 

https://www.noa-project.eu/report-cards/
https://www.noa-project.eu/report-cards/
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Neighbours 
The largest project of the EUPJ which spans 8 cities in 5 countries with a mission to “welcome the 
stranger, combat antisemitism, Islamophobia in Europe” through building sustainable coalitions 
and dialogue. 
 
During 2023, there were over 400 school visits across participating communities to build a greater 
understanding of Judaism. This covered basic Judaism through to a no bars held, question & answer 
session, with wide ranging topics from Jewish practice through to the Israeli Palestinian conflict. 
 
Neighbours held around 30 interfaith events which were publicised. The project runs in conjunction 
with HIAS and is co-funded by the European Union & EUPJ. 
 
In July 2023, a tripartite agreement with project coordinator HIAS and project partner LJG 
Amsterdam agreed that LJG Amsterdam would take over several work packages from the foundation 
for the remainder of this project.  

 
 
 
 
 
Educational Materials from the 

Neighbours Project 

 
 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

School visits Neighbour 
Project 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Training of facilitators in Amsterdam 

 
For more information, please contact Paul Gompes paul.gompes@eupj.eu 

mailto:paul.gompes@eupj.eu
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Rabbi Alexander Grodensky’s role as Vice Chair on Interfaith Relations in the past year was mostly 
defined by representing EUPJ in interfaith contexts and religious organisations on the European 
level. My goals are to support EUPJ visibility in the interfaith contexts on the European level, 
strengthen ties with the progressive streams in Christianity and Islam, participate in interfaith 
coalitions on specific issues relevant to the EUPJ Mission (freedom of religion, human rights, 
women‘s rights, LGBT+ inclusion, antisemitism and racism etc.). 
 
The Lutherans 
I serve as advisor to the board of the Lutheran European Commission on Church and Jewish People. 
The Commission, which is not a policy-making body, but rather a network of Lutheran churches in 
Europe for discussion and exchange on Lutheran-Jewish relations works closely with the Lutheran 
World Federation1 (LWF). The commission meets annually to discuss issues of Christian-Jewish 
relations; country reports inform about the work in the individual churches. The 2023 conference 
took place in Leipzig, Germany and was the first one to primarily address not the issues of Lutheran-
Jewish relations per se, but to discuss some of the current issues of the general concern: the public 
debate about assisted dying (the theme of the conference: “Dignity of Life. Dignity in Dying.”). Rabbi 
Dr Jonathan Romain gave a keynote speech, other Progressive rabbis participating were Rabbi 
Tamarah Benima (the Netherlands) and Rabbi Dr Gabor Lengyel (Germany). The 2024 conference 
took place in Warsaw under the topic “From trauma to hope for the future”. The 2025 conference 
shall take place in Rome. In 2026 the Commission will mark its 50th anniversary at its annual 
gathering in Strasbourg. The Commission annually bestows awards for long-standing commitment 
to Christian-Jewish dialogue; the 2023 award was accepted by Rabbi Dr Gabor Lengyel, senior rabbi 
of the Liberal Jewish Community of Hannover; the 2024 award went to Prof. Dr Dr Stanisław 
Krajewski, Co-Chair of the Polish Council of Christians and Jews and member of the EUPJ Executive 
Board.  
 
In September 2023 I attended the 13th Assembly of the Lutheran World Federation in Cracow, 
Poland. Because of the assembly’s location in the vicinity of the former KZ Auschwitz (delegates 
visited the site; the Shoah survivor Marian Turski addressed LWF’s Assembly), the theme of 
Lutheran-Jewish dialogue got more attention than usual, and it was taken as an opportunity to 
rekindle dialogue with Jews, to call churches for new steps. Since 2001 due to several reasons, the 
Lutheran-Jewish dialogue on the level of LWF has been stagnating. 2024 LWF marks 40 years of 
the so-called Budapest statement in which the LWF “repudiated Martin Luther’s anti-Judaic diatribes 
and the violent recommendations of his later writings against the Jews, declaring antisemitism a 
contradiction and affront to the Gospel”. I was involved in creation of “Hope for the Future: A Study 
Document for Renewing Jewish-Christian Relations”2 and was invited to comment on it during its 
release at LWF’s Assembly in Cracow.  

 
1 The Lutheran World Federation (LWF) is a global communion of 149 national and regional Lutheran churches in 99 
countries representing over 77 million Lutherans; the sixth-largest Christian communion; headquartered in Geneva, 
Switzerland (Wikipedia). 
2 https://shorturl.at/8zHmy 
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In the final public document, “Assembly Message”3. The LWF’s reaffirmed its commitment “to live 
out our Lutheran heritage in the Christian faith with love and respect for the Jewish people.“ The 
LWF’s head office in Geneva shall work on a strategy to implement this commitment. The main 
Jewish dialogue partner of the LWF is the International Jewish Committee on Interreligious 
Consultations (IJCIC), where Rabbi Lea Mühlstein represents EUPJ.  
 
“Jewish & Christian – Closer than you think?!” 
European Campaign “Jewish & Christian – Closer than you think?!” is an interfaith campaign 
endorsed by the EUPJ. The launch event took place in hybrid form in May 2023 at the Liberal 
synagogue of Luxembourg in Esch. I serve as one the four members of the international board of 
the campaign. At the heart of the campaign are twelve posters that can be presented monthly in 
digital or analogue form in display cases, on bulletin boards or on websites or as rollups. A QR code 
on each poster leads to a website where more detailed information can be found. Many posters deal 
with Jewish and Christian holidays, such as Passover and Easter; some posters deal with life events, 
such as Bar /Bat Mitzvah and Confirmation, or topics such as remembrance and environmental 
awareness. A key feature of the campaign is that it is a share campaign, meaning that individual 
regional churches and dioceses are regionally responsible for it. This applies not only to the formats 
and content of the accompanying events, but also to the variation in the themes and texts of the 
posters. The original campaign “#Jüdisch Beziehungsweise Christlich - Näher als Du denkst?!” was 
developed in Germany.  
 
Currently the international campaign has two versions: standard English and French; the Polish 
version is in its final stage of preparation (Prof. Krajewski is a member of the working group). The 
French campaign “Juifs et Chrétiens plus proches que tu ne le penses?” was developed by Amitié 
Judéo-Chrétienne de Strasbourg and sponsored by the Union of Protestant Churches of Alsace and 
Lorraine, and the Roman-Catholic Diocese of Strasbourg. It was launched in December 2023 and is 
very successful as a touring exhibition of rollups among the churches in France. Due to opposition 
of the orthodox Chief Rabbi of Strasbourg it was impractical to include French Progressive rabbis 
into the work; finally, the opposition of the regional rabbi was counterweighed by the approval of 
Rabbi Haim Korsia, Chief Rabbi of Consistoire central israélite de France. Other national campaigns 
in Dutch and Slovak are pending. Expansion to further countries is encouraged. The campaign is 
generously supported by the Protestant Church of Germany.  
More about the campaign:  https://www.jewishandchristian.org 
 
The project was presented in June 2024 in Salzburg, Austria at the annual conference of the 
International Council of Christians and Jews (I attended virtually). 
 
For more information, please contact Rabbi Alexander Grodensky, Vice-Chair Interfaith 
Alexander.Grodensky@eupj.org  
 
 

  

 
3 https://2023.lwfassembly.org/assembly-message 

https://www.jewishandchristian.org/
mailto:Alexander.Grodensky@eupj.org
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In September 2023, the EUPJ had agreed to expand our work with a special Israel programming 

initiative entitled “Israel Closer to You”. The aim of the project was to draw European Progressive 

congregations closer to Israel through a series of zoom lectures and discussions on political, Zionist 

issues impacting especially the Progressive movement. A first session was planned for November 

2023 with Gusti Yehoshua Braverman, the Chair of the World Zionist Organization's Department for 

Diaspora Activities, to introduce the role of the National Institutions and the Zionist Federations. 

Further sessions were planned with Member of Knesset Rabbi Gilad Kariv as well as with Nicky 

Maor, the lawyer leading the Aliyah advocacy centre at the Israel Religious Action Center. 

The events of 7 October sadly shifted the 

focus of the Israel discussion. In partnership 

with the Israeli Reform movement and the 

WUPJ, the EUPJ offered a number of 

webinars to its members providing 

opportunities for reflection as well as offering 

unique insights into the work of the Reform 

movement in responding to this devastating 

moment. 

To provide a broader framework for understanding the situation in 

Israel, Rabbi Lea Mühlstein offered a 4-part series “Israel 2023 – a story 

in ten t-shirts” as well as a more philosophical reflection on Liberal 

Zionism entitled “W(h)ither Liberal Zionism?” 

Looking ahead we are planning to expand our work of offering webinars 

on a regular basis as well as exploring with communities opportunities 

for congregational twinning. 

If you would like to catch up on any of the webinars from the past year, please do not hesitate to 

contact us for details on how to access the recordings. 

Fabio Benjamin Fantini, Vice Chair Israel 
Benjamin.Fantini@eupj.org  

  

mailto:Benjamin.Fantini@eupj.org
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Together with EUPJ we have been working on the role of the European Beit Din going forward, both 
documenting its current working practices and clarifying its work for the future. Rabbi Dr Jackie 
Tabick has made an enormous contribution in her role as Convenor of the EBD, her compassion 
and willingness to engage with human situations has been a major factor in the continued success 
and great reputation of the European Beit Din. 
 
In line with our mission to provide opportunities for rabbis across the EUPJ to study together, we 
have continued to organise our education programme. In the past year Rabbi Dr Ulrike Offenberg 
has organised 23 sessions of peer learning by colleagues for colleagues. These have been 
wonderful for collegial interaction and learning and we thank everyone involved in them. We will 
continue to organise more sessions in the coming months. 
 
Since October 7th we have been involved with supporting colleagues and helping each other to deal 
with the effects of this tragedy. We held a session with American colleague Rabbi Sue Levi Ellwell 
to help us reflect and share ideas for resilience, as well as a number of sessions with Israeli 
colleagues and Israeli academics to see the situation through their eyes and to learn more about 
ongoing issues. These opportunities for talking to Israelis about events as they are happening will 
continue to be organised by us. We are also aware that many colleagues have been on missions to 
Israel to bring solidarity and show our ongoing commitment and we have published a number of 
articles written by colleagues on our website following these visits. We have also published the 
prayers and sermons and thought-pieces of colleagues struggling with the ongoing situation on our 
website as a resource for all our colleagues to use. 
 
We have continued offering our Talmud classes and will shortly also be offering sessions with Rabbi 
Professor Dalia Marx on her new book about the Jewish year.  
 
We held our regular annual Pride Shabbat which was very successful. 
 
We are continuing to build good resources for colleagues to access, and after our very successful 
set of readings for Elul, last we focussed on the Omer period and shared 50 readings from colleagues 
across the continent on subjects relevant to the Omer and Pesach. 
 
The Board has met regularly, and is continuing to work on a number of issues for our constituent 
Rabbis. As the EUPJ body for progressive rabbis across Europe, we aim to provide networking 
opportunities, safe spaces for reflection, professional learning, resources and learning for colleagues 
in the field, as well as support for each other in our holy work. We continue to give progressive, 
liberal, and reform Judaism a voice in Europe and to support and nurture emerging communities 
who wish to embrace progressive Judaism, wherever possible. 
 
We provide the rabbinic voice for the EUPJ and offer our advice and expertise to the leadership of 
the EUPJ, working together to build and to strengthen progressive Judaism in Europe. 
 
You can find out more about us here: https://www.eupj-ra.eu/ 
Rabbi Sylvia Rothschild, Chair of ERA  

https://www.eupj-ra.eu/
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The (Progressive) European Beit Din (EBD) was 

formally established in 1993 to support the Progressive 

Jewish communities of the European Region of the 

World Union of Progressive Judaism, the EUPJ, where 

there was not yet a national Progressive Beit Din. Since 

the establishment of the Central European Beit Din in 

2023, the work of the European Beit Din has been 

primarily focused on Italy, Spain, Portugal as well as the 

Nordic countries. 

 

In 2023 and 2024, the EBD convened each year in Italy 

(2023 in Rome, 2024 in Milan) and in Spain (Barcelona). 

In addition, the EBD convened on a number of 

occasions in London to see candidates, who were 

unable to attend one of the main sessions in Italy or 

Spain. 

 

We very much thank Lynsey Goodmaker for her help in 

the office and those rabbis who donate their time to 

make sure that these candidates can be seen. 

 

For more information, please contact.  

Rabbi Dr Jackie Tabick 

Email: jackie.tabick@eupj.org 

  

Our deepest 
gratitude 

Rabbi Dr Jackie Tabick, who in 1975 

became the UK's first female rabbi, 

retired at the end of 2023 nearly 50 

years after her historic ordination. 

While she stepped down as convenor 

of the Reform Beit Din after 11 years, 

during which time she has overseen 

an estimated 1,300 conversions in 

the UK and 300 in Europe, she 

generously agreed to continue her 

work with the European Beit Din for 

an additional year to allow us to 

recruit a new convenor to replace her 

in this role. 

We are deeply grateful for her 

leadership, wisdom, and tireless 

efforts, which have been instrumental 

in upholding the principles of 

Progressive Judaism and ensuring 

the integrity and effectiveness of our 

Beit Din. The positive impact of her 

work is felt deeply throughout our 

communities. 

mailto:jackie.tabick@eupj.org
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In 2023, the Central European Beit Din (CEBD) continued its vital work for Progressive Jewish 
communities in the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, and Slovakia. The mission of the CEBD is to 
support the growth and development of Progressive Judaism in Central and Eastern Europe by 
facilitating conversions (gyiurim) and status recognitions, providing religious divorces when 
necessary, and offering rabbinic guidance to Jewish communities. 
 
Throughout the year, the CEBD held three significant meetings: the first in Bratislava on April 16-17, 
the second in Budapest on August 27-28, and the third in Krakow on October 23-24. The meeting in 
Budapest was particularly noteworthy as it marked the first time the Beit Din convened in Hungary. 
During these sessions, the CEBD addressed over 40 gyiur cases from all the aforementioned 
countries, reflecting the increasing engagement and interest in Progressive Judaism in the region. 
 
Rabbi David Maxa, the Convenor of the CEBD, extends his heartfelt gratitude to Rabbi Stas 
Wojciechowicz for his dedicated service as the Av Beit Din of the CEBD in 2023. Rabbi Maxa also 
congratulates Rabbi Anita Kantor, who was elected as the Em Beit Din for the year 2024. Rabbi 
Kantor's election is historic, as she is the first woman to head a local Beit Din in Central Europe. 
Additionally, both Rabbi Stas Wojciechowicz and Rabbi David Maxa were elected as Executive 
Board members of the World Union for Progressive Judaism, further underscoring their leadership 
and commitment to the global Progressive Jewish community.  
 
Special thanks are due to all CEBD Rabbis for their excellent cooperation and unwavering 
commitment, as well as to Mr. Daniel Rux, the Administrator of the CEBD, for his invaluable 
administrative support and assistance. 

 
Picture 1 Left to Right: CEBD in Bratislava (Jewish Community of Bratislava) 
Rabbis Misha Kapustin, Anita Kantor, David Maxa, Stas Wojciechowicz 
Picture 2 Left to Right CEBD in Budapest (Rumbach Street Synagogue) 
Rabbis Anita Kantor, Stas Wojciechowicz, David Maxa 
Picture 3 Left to Right: CEBD in Krakow (JCC Krakow) 
Rabbis David Maxa, Stas Wojciechowicz, Anita Kantor, Misha Kapustin 
 

For more information, please contact Rabbi David Maxa. Email: david.maxa@ecchajim.cz  

mailto:david.maxa@ecchajim.cz
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Or Hatzafon Finland (OHF), founded as a small Chavurah in 2018 and officially recognized in August 
2022 by the government of Finland as a Jewish community, is the only Reform and egalitarian one 
in Finland. 
 

- OHF is a warmly welcoming, small yet steadily growing, community of over 30 adult 
members, including LGBTQ+ and families with young children. 

- Rabbi Olya Weinstein, ordained by HUC Jerusalem, has served OHF since 2019. She is 
assisted by a rabbinical student of Abraham Geiger Kolleg and musically talented 
congregants. 

- While native languages of the congregants include English, Finnish, French,German, 
Hebrew, and Swedish, English is the main language of communication between the 
congregants and the services are run mainly in Hebrew. 

- There are regular shabbat services, and celebrations on major Jewish holidays, in Helsinki, 
including social community-time together after services, as well as member-initiated other 
activities such as the OHF book club. 

- There is b’nei mitzvah training on an as-needed basis, as well as adult education sessions, 
and a weekly-run conversion class with several students 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A 
picture from Or Hatzafon Finland    Or Hatzafon Finland 

Pesach Seder 2024          Sefer Torah 

 
For more information, please contact Rabbi Olya Weinstein 
Email: olyawein@gmail.com  

mailto:olyawein@gmail.com
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We are still a young and small, yet growing, vibrant, enthusiastic and friendly community – very 
welcoming to new members as well as to occasional visitors. Although our liturgical seat is at the 
heart of the city, some of our members also come from nearby towns. Our congregation is 
multinational. Even if it consists mainly of Spaniards, it also includes French, Brazilian, US and 
Argentinian citizens who reside in Spain. Many of our members are fluent not only in Spanish but 
also in English, French and/or Portuguese and others are conversant also in Italian. 
 
While our liturgical services are regularly carried out in Hebrew and Spanish, we can easily use 
additional languages when we have foreign visitors. In line with the Reform Movement, we are 
egalitarian and inclusive, and are fully committed to a democratic governance so that, instead of 
relying on a charismatic leadership, every member has or shares an area of responsibility – 
everybody has real ownership in our synagogue. 
 
We celebrate Kabbalat Shabbat every Friday of the year, as well as all major holidays (from Tu 
Bishvat and Purim and Pesach, from Shavuot and Rosh Hashanah to Yom Kippur. Sukkot and 
Chanukah). We envision holding Shabbat Shacharit services when we get a Torah scroll. 
 
Our rabbi, R. Alona Lisitsa, visits us, teaches us and our children, and directs services on important 
holidays through the support of the EUPJ. Every month, she also teaches online a Rosh Jodesh 
class open to all. We also offer weekly classes online – on Reform Judaism and on halachah, liturgy 
and Jewish practices. We have a weekly newsletter, La Figuera, which honours Shlomo Ibn Gabirol, 
a prominent XIth century Spanish poet and philosopher.  
 
We have a presence in the social tissue of the city. We have participated in Limmud Valencia and 
are regularly invited to attend relevant civic events, such as the commemoration of the Shoá, visits 
from the Embassy of Israel, etc.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcoming Shabbat     Planting trees on Tu Bishvat 

 

We are always reachable at shirjadash.reformavalenciana@gmail.com.  

Our Webpage is https://www.sitesgooglecomviewshir-jadashcomunidadjudiareforinicio.com  

mailto:shirjadash.reformavalenciana@gmail.com
https://www.sitesgooglecomviewshir-jadashcomunidadjudiareforinicio.com/
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Austria 

Jewish Liberal Congregation - Or Chadasch Vienna and Austria 

Belgium 

Communauté Israélite Libérale de Belgique (Beth Hillel) 

IJC Brussels 

Czech Republic 

Bejt Simcha 

Ec chajim Praha 

Jewish Community of Liberec 

ZLU – Hatikva 

Denmark 

Shir Hatzafon 

Finland 

Or Hatzafon 

France 

Assemblée du Judaïsme Libéral (AJL) 

Alliance pour un Judaïsme Traditionnel et Moderne (AJTM) 

Association des juifs libéraux de Toulouse (AJLT) 

Communauté Juive Libérale Dauphine à Grenoble 

Communauté Juive Libérale de Montpellier 

Kehilat Gesher - Communauté Juive Franco-Anglophone de Paris 

Kehilat Kedem - Synagogue Libérale de Montpellier 

JEM Beaugrenelle 

JEM Copernic 

Keren Or, la Synagogue Libérale de Lyon 

La Communauté Juive Libérale - Île de France 

Maison du Judaïsme Libérale à Toulouse 

Union Juive Libérale de Strasbourg 

Germany 

Union Progressiver Juden in Deutschland (UpJ) K.d.ö.R. 

Isaelitischer Tempelverband – Liberale Juedische Gemeinde zu Hamburg 

Jüdische Gemeinde – Ahrensburg Stormarn 

Jüdische Gemeinde – Bad Segeberg 

Jüdische Gemeinde – Celle 

Jüdische Gemeinde – Elmshorn 

Jüdische Gemeinde HaKochaw für den Kreis - Unna 

Jüdische Gemeinde – Kiel 

http://www.liberale-juden.de/
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Jüdische Gemeinde zu Magdeburg 

Jüdische Gemeinde – Pinneberg 

Jüdische Kultusgemeinde Bielefeld Beit Tikwa 

Jüdische Liberale Gemeinde Köln Gescher  LaMassoret 

Liberale Jüdische Gemeinde Lübeck 

Liberale Jüdische Gemeinde Mischkan ha-tfila – Bamberg 

Liberale Jüdische Gemeinde München Beth Shalom  

Liberale Jüdische Gemeinde Ruhrgebiet Perusch 

Liberale Jüdische Gemeinde Wolfsburg-Braunschweig 

Menorah – Jüdische Gemeinde zu Bremerhaven 

Reformsynagoge der Jüdischen Gemeinde Hamburg 

Synagogengemeinde Sukkat Schalom Berlin 

Hungary 

Bet Orim Reform Jewish Congregation 

Szim Salom Congregation 

Italy 

Federazione Italiana per l’Ebraismo Progressivo (FIEP) 

Beth Hillel, Roma 

Beth Shalom, Milan 

Lev Chadash, Milan 

Or’Ammim, Emilia Romagna 

Shir Hadash, Firenze 

Luxembourg 

Liberal Jewish Community of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg 

Netherlands 

Beit Ha'Chidush 

Nederlands Verbond voor Progressief Jodendom (NVPJ) 

Liberaal Joodse Gemeente Alkmaar 

Liberaal Joodse Gemeente Amsterdam 

Liberaal Joodse Gemeente Brabant 

Liberaal Joodse Gemeente Den Haag 

Liberaal Joodse Gemeente Gelderland 

Liberaal Joodse Gemeente Rotterdam 

Liberaal Joodse Gemeente Twente 

Liberaal Joodse Gemeente Utrecht 

Progressief Joodse Gemeente Midden Nederland  

Progressief Joodse Gemeente Noord Nederland 

Poland 

Ec Chaim Synagogue and Centre for Progressive Judaism of the Jewish Community of Warsaw  

Or Hadasz – Association of Progressive Jews in Krakow 
Beit Polska – The Union of Progressive Jewish Communities in Poland 

Beit Konstancin – Progressive Jewish Community of Konstancin 

Beit Trójmiasto – Progressive Jewish Community of Gdańsk, Gdynia and Sopot 

Beit Warszawa – Progressive Jewish Community of Warsaw 

Portugal 

Assoc.J.I.Hehaver (Ohel Yaakov) 

Republic of Ireland 

Dublin Jewish Progressive Congregation 

https://www.fiep-italia.com/about
http://www.verbond.eu/
http://www.beitpolska.org/


EUPJ Annual Report 2023 

P a g e  | 25 

Spain 

Comunidad Judía Bet Januká de Andalucía 

Comunidad Judía Bnei Israel de Galicia 

Comunitat Jueva Bet Shalom 

Jewish Congregation Beit Rambam of Andalusia 

Reform Jewish Community of Madrid 

Shir Jadash Comunidad Judia Reformista Valenciana 

Sweden 

Progressive Judaism in Stockholm 

Switzerland 

Platform of Liberal Jews of Switzerland (PLJS) 

Communauté Juive Libérale de Genève (GIL) 

Jüdische Liberale Gemeinde Or Chadash Zürich 

Migwan - Liberale Jüdische Gemeinde Basel 

United Kingdom Independent Synagogues 

Belsize Square Synagogue 

Westminster Synagogue 

United Kingdom - Liberal Judaism 

Bedfordshire Progressive Synagogue 

Beit Klal Yisrael 

Birmingham Progressive Synagogue 

Brighton & Hove Progressive Synagogue 

Bristol & West Progressive Jewish Congregation 

Crawley Jewish Community 

Crouch End Chavurah 

Ealing Liberal Synagogue 

Eastbourne Progressive Jewish Congregation 

East London & Essex Liberal Synagogue 

Edinburgh Liberal Jewish Community 

Finchley Progressive Synagogue 

Kehillah North London 

Kent Liberal Jewish Community 

Kingston Liberal Synagogue 

Leicester Progressive Jewish Congregation 

Lincolnshire Jewish Community 

Mosaic Liberal Synagogue (Harrow) 

Norwich Liberal Jewish Community 

Nottingham Progressive Jewish Congregation 

Oxford Jewish Congregation 

Peterborough Liberal Jewish Community 

Reading Liberal Jewish Community 

South Bucks Liberal Jewish Community 

Southgate Progressive Synagogue 

South London Liberal Synagogue (Streatham) 

Stevenage Liberal Synagogue 

Suffolk Liberal Jewish Community 

The Ark Synagogue (formerly Northwood & Pinner Liberal Synagogue) 

The Liberal Jewish Synagogue (St John's Wood) 

The Liberal Synagogue Elstree 

http://www.liberaljews.ch/
http://www.liberaljudaism.org/
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Three Counties Liberal Jewish Community (Gloucestershire and Herefordshire) 

Wessex Liberal Jewish Community 

York Liberal Jewish Community 

United Kingdom - Movement for Reform Judaism 

Alyth Synagogue, London 

Beth Shalom Reform, Cambridge 

Blackpool Reform Jewish Congregation 

Bournemouth Reform Synagogue 

Bradford Tree of Life Synagogue 

Brighton & Hove Reform Synagogue 

Bromley Reform Synagogue 

Cardiff Reform Synagogue 

Coventry Reform Jewish Community 

Darlington, Beit Shalom 

Edgware & Hendon Reform Synagogue 

Finchley Reform Synagogue 

Glasgow Reform Synagogue 

Harlow Jewish Community 

Isle of Wight Jewish Society 

Kehillat Kernow - The Jewish Community of Cornwall 

Kol Chai - Hatch End Jewish Community 

Liverpool Reform Synagogue 

Maidenhead Synagogue 

Makor Hayim, London 

Manchester Reform Synagogue 

Menorah Synagogue - Cheshire Reform Congregation 

Milton Keynes & District Reform Synagogue 

Mosaic Reform Synagogue, London 

Ne’ve Shalom, Hull 

Newcastle Reform Synagogue 

North West Surrey Synagogue 

Oak Lane Reform Synagogue (formerly South West Essex & Settlement Reform Synagogue) 

Radlett Reform Synagogue 

Seven Hills, Sheffield Reform 

Sha’arei Shalom – North Manchester Reform Congregation 

Sha'arei Tsedek - North London Reform Synagogue 

Sinai Synagogue, Leeds 

South Hampshire Reform Jewish Community 

Southend and District Reform Synagogue 

Southport Reform Synagogue 

Sukkat Shalom Reform Synagogue, London 

Swindon Jewish Community 

Thanet & District Reform Synagogue - Etz Chaim 

The Wimbledon Synagogue 

Tivah Chadasha, Brentwood Reform Synagogue 

Totnes Reform Jewish Group 

 

For EUPJ community contact details, please click here 
For WUPJ worldwide community contact details, please click here 

http://www.reformjudaism.org.uk/
https://eupj.org/congregations/
https://wupj.org/wupj-international/
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Registered Charity No 253000  
 
EUROPEAN UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM  
 
Administration Office: The Sternberg Centre for Judaism 80 East End Road London N3 2SY 
England 
 
NOTICE IS GIVEN that the Annual General Meeting of the European Assembly of the 
European Union for Progressive Judaism (“EUPJ”) will be held on Sunday 28 July 2023 at 5pm 
BST/6pm CEST. This meeting will be held electronically via Zoom.  
 
AGENDA 

 

1. Welcome, Opening Prayer and Apologies for absence.  
 

2. The Minutes (a copy of which accompanies this Notice) of the European Assembly held 
via Zoom on 31 August 2023. 

 
3. Greeting from the World Union for Progressive Judaism 
 

4. Presentation and consideration of the Chair's Report for 2023 by the Chair Rabbi Lea 
Mühlstein on the past year's activity of the Management Committee and Executive Board. 
(Please make sure you read the Chair's Report in advance of the meeting, which is included with 
all the other reports in the 2023 Annual Report, available on the EUPJ website after 9 July 2024). 

 

5. Consideration and approval of the Examined Annual Accounts of the EUPJ for 2023 (the 
Accounts). The Accounts will be available for inspection on the EUPJ website after 9 July 2024. 
The Treasurer's Report to be presented at the Meeting, together with a brief financial summary, 
is included in the 2023 Annual Report. 

 

6. Resolution to appoint the Examiner of the 2024 Accounts: "Resolved that the appointment 
of the accounting firm Grant Harrod Lerman Davis LLP to perform an examination of the 2024 
annual accounts for the EUPJ, be approved." 
 

7. Resolution to ratify the admission of Shir Jadash Shir Jadash Comunidad Judia 
Reformista Valenciana, known as Shir Jadash and based in Valencia, Spain as an Associate 
Member of the EUPJ by the EUPJ Executive Board on 10 June 2024: “Resolved that the decision 
by the EUPJ Executive Board on 10 June 2024 to appoint Shir Jadash, the Reform Congregation 
of Valencian Community, known as Shir Jadash  as an Associate Member of the EUPJ with 
effect from that date, in terms of Section 4 of the Constitution, be and is hereby ratified in terms 
of the proviso to Section 4.2 of the Constitution.” 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwvd-itrD0qG91m-Tc3Y_RxC7o2k9Llvwgz
https://eupj.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/EUPJ-European-Assembly-Minutes-31-August-2023.pdf
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8. Resolution to ratify the admission of Or Hatzafon Finland, known as Or Hatzafon and based 

in Helsinki, Finland, as an Associate Member of the EUPJ by the EUPJ Executive Board on 10 
June 2024: “Resolved that the decision by the EUPJ Executive Board on 10 June 2024 to appoint 
Or Hatzafon Finland known as Or Hatzafon as an Associate Member of the EUPJ with effect 
from that date, in terms of Section 4 of the Constitution, be and is hereby ratified in terms of the 
proviso to Section 4.2 of the Constitution.” 

 

9. Resolution to ratify the upgrade of the community of Hehaver-Ohel Jacob, known as Ohel 
Jacob and based in Lisbon, Portugal, as a full member of EUPJ by the Executive Board on 10 
June 2024: “Resolved that the decision of the EUPJ Executive Board on 10 June 2024 to appoint 
Hehaver-Ohel Jacob, Lisbon, known as Ohel Jacob, as a full Member of the EUPJ with effect 
from that date, in terms of Section 4 of the Constitution, be and is hereby ratified in terms of the 
provision to Section 4.2 of the Constitution.”  

 

10. Resolution to ratify the Appointments to the EUPJ Executive Board – The list of names of 
Executive Board members to be ratified will be available no later than 22 July on the EUPJ 
website. 

 

11. Discussion of Annual Report – brief discussion on any other item raised in the 2023 Annual 
Report (available on the EUPJ website after 9 July 2024). 

 

 
BY ORDER OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD AND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE OF THE 
EUROPEAN UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 
Jonathan Eaton – Vice-Chair Governance 
Dated:  25 June 2024. 
 
Notes:   

(1) Online Meeting Only - This meeting will not be in person, but will be held electronically via Zoom, 
as it was in 2023. 

(2) Voting – Constituent Delegates will be able to vote on resolutions by using the “Zoom Polling 
system,” as we did in 2023 and which will be explained during the meeting. Members of the 
Management Committee and the Executive Board who are not constituent delegates are not entitled 
to vote. 

(3) Proxy - A Constituent Delegate who is unable to attend the meeting of the European Assembly, may 
appoint a proxy to attend and vote in his/her place provided that the proxy form available online is 
completed no later than 24 July 2024. 

 

  

https://forms.office.com/e/KMUxwjiBLL
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EUROPEAN UNION FOR PROGRESSIVE JUDAISM 
 
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the European Assembly of the European Union for 
Progressive Judaism (EUPJ) held electronically via Zoom on Thursday 31 August 2023 at 17H00 
BST. 
 
Present: EUPJ Chair Miriam Kramer and the other Honorary Officers and representatives of various 
Constituent Members and Associate Members of EUPJ, as well as invitees as follows: Jai Anguita 
(Comunidad Judia Progresista Bet Shalom de Barcelona) Spain, Rabbi Charley Baginsky (Liberal 
Judaism & Board) UK, Steven Beck (WUPJ), Israel, Yael Cobano (Comunidad Judia Reformista de 
Madrid), Pierre Elkaim (EUPJ Board Elect) France, Jonathan Eaton (EUPJ Board) The Netherlands, 
Andre Falcao (Ohel Jacob) Portugal, Benjamin Fantini (Federazione Italiana Ebraismo Progressivo 
- FIEP) Italy, Dr František Fendrych (Židovská liberální unie - ZLU) Czech Republic, Anton Fishman 
(Leo Baeck College) UK,  Sergio Fraile (Comunidad Judía de Valencia Bnei Sefarad) Spain, Paul 
Gompes (Netherlands Verbond voor Progressief Jodendom (NVPJ) The Netherlands, Deborah 
Grabiner, (EUPJ) UK, Rabbi Alexander Grodensky (Liberal Jewish Community Luxembourg In Esch) 
Luxembourg, Tamas Gróf (EUPJ Board) Hungary, Katherine Gundolf (Or Chadasch Vienna) Austria, 
Michal Hron (Liberec) Czech Republic, Peter Jossi (Platform of Liberal Jews Switzerland - PLJS) 
Switzerland, Stanislaw Krajewski (EUPJ Board and Ec Chaim - Synagogue and Centre for 
Progressive Judaism of the Jewish Community of Warsaw) Poland, Ian Lancaster (EUPJ Board) UK, 
Paul, Langsford (Reform Judaism) UK, Veronika Lederman (Beth Hillel, Brussels/IJC/EUPJ Board) 
Belgium, Rabbi David Maxa (Ec Chajim Praha) Czech Republic, Irith Michelsohn, Union 
Progressiver Juden in Deutschland (UpJ), Andres Mosquera (EUPJ Board) Belgium, Rabbi Lea 
Muehlstein (EUPJ Board Elect) UK, Celia Naval (EUPJ Board – France) France, Monique Nilsfors 
(Progressive Judaism in Stockholm) Sweden, Eliza Panek (Ec Chaim, Warsaw) Poland, Carlo Riva 
(Federazione Italiana Ebraismo Progressivo - FIEP) Italy, Rabbi Sylvia Rothschild (European 
Rabbinic Assembly) UK, Daniel Schaban (Union Progressiver Juden in Deutschland - (UpJ) 
Germany, Fredy Sussman (Bnei Israel Galicia) Spain, Rabbi Dr Jackie Tabick (European Beit Din) 
UK, Rabbi Menno ten Brink (Netherlands Verbond voor Progressief Jodendom - NVPJ) The 
Netherlands, Rabbi Drs Edward van Voolen (EUPJ Board /Abraham Geiger Kolleg) Germany, Jesse 
Weil (Sim Shalom) Hungary, David Weis (Liberal Jewish Community Luxembourg In Esch) 
Luxembourg, Jonathan Wootliff (Ec Chajim Praha) Czech Republic, Dominika Zakrzowzka (EUPJ 
Board elect), Ariel Zavala (Comunidad Judía de Valencia Bnei Sefarad) Spain.  
 
1. Welcome and Apologies for Absence 

The Chair advised that a quorum was present and welcomed everyone to the 2023 European 
Assembly Meeting, saying she would have preferred to have met in person but welcomed 
participants from all over Europe. She hoped that the next meeting of the European Assembly 
could be held in person or on a hybrid basis. The Chair mentioned that the meeting was being 
recorded for minute purposes and that the recording would be deleted as soon as the minutes 
were approved. No requests had been received to include any items to the Agenda and so she 
would only allow matters under Item 12 (AOB), if time permitted. The Chair reported that she had 
received one proxy from a delegate who was unable to attend, instructing her to attend and vote 
in their place. Apologies had been received from Rabbi Sergio Bergman (President WUPJ), 



EUPJ Annual Report 2023 

P a g e  | 30 

Phyllis Dorey (Chair WUPJ), Leslie Bergman (Honorary Life President), Rabbi Dr Andrew 
Goldstein, Sven Parsser, Gordon Smith, Paul Winter and Rabbi Alexander Grodensky.  
 
The Chair then introduced Rabbi Sylvia Rothschild, Chair of European Rabbinic Assembly (ERA) 
who shared a study session and prayer for those who busy themselves with the needs of the 
community. The study sheet would be circulated after the meeting. The Chair thanked Rabbi 
Rothschild for the very fitting and thoughtful study session. 
 
The Chair then introduced Jonathan Eaton (EUPJ Vice-Chair Governance) who explained the 
system of voting to be implemented for resolutions using the Zoom Polling System, with the kind 
assistance of Deborah Grabiner. 
 

2. Approval of Minutes of the 2023 Special meeting of the European Assembly held via Zoom 
The Chair advised that the minutes of the Special Meeting of the European Assembly held online 
via Zoom on 20 April 2023 were included in the EUPJ Annual Report for 2022 ("the 2022 Report") 
which had been made available on the EUPJ website before the meeting. In response to her 
request, the Chair had not received any comments or suggestions for changes to the Minutes 
which were duly accepted as a correct record of the meeting and were then signed by the Chair, 
the resolution to approve them having been proposed by Tamas Gróf and seconded by Celia 
Naval.  
 

3. Welcome by WUPJ President and Chair 
The Chair introduced Steven Beck (SB), WUPJ Senior Vice-Chair. He brought warm greetings 
from the WUPJ Chair, Phyllis Dorey and WUPJ President, Rabbi Sergio Bergman who regretted 
not being able to attend but Steven was thrilled to be at the meeting, virtually from Israel. He 
congratulated the new Chair, Rabbi Lea Mühlstein and the rest of the new board. WUPJ 
appreciated Rabbi Mühlstein’s important contribution to the WUPJ’s board and for continuing on 
the Executive Board in a new role as Chair of the EUPJ. WUPJ also thanked Miriam Kramer for 
her term as EUPJ Chair and long-standing commitment to the WUPJ. SB thanked everyone for 
their support to the World Union Ukraine Crisis Relief Fund which continues to support projects 
in Ukraine, Europe and Israel. These funds, collected by EUPJ will be used to support summer 
camp participants, welcoming Ukrainian refugees, relief payments to families impacted by this 
continuing war and helping with some resettlement efforts in Israel, among others. WUPJ also 
appreciated those that were able to join at Connections and continue the online activities and 
discussions. WUPJ looks forward to marking our centenary birthday in London with EUPJ. He 
looked forward to working with the EUPJ and their continued close relationship. The Chair 
thanked SB and it was her pleasure to meet him electronically.  

 
4. Chair’s Report 

The Chair referred the meeting to the Chair's Report included in the 2022 Report at page 6. This 
report was submitted by her predecessor as she was not in office at that time. No questions were 
raised by the meeting. 
 

5. Annual Accounts for 2022 
The Chair confirmed that the Finance Report was included with the Annual Report, starting on 
page 8 and must be read with the 2022 Examined Annual Accounts, which had been made 
available in a separate document. It was noted that Paul Winter, who sent his apologies for this 
meeting is stepping down as Vice-Chair Finance today. The Chair thanked him for the work he 
had done. He will be replaced by Pierre Elkaim, who is eminently qualified for this role, as a 
member of Kehlat Gesher in Paris and a board member and treasurer since 2015. He is also a 
member of Arzenou France and Treasurer since 2017. 
 
The Chair advised that the Finance Report and 2022 Accounts were quite detailed but invited 
questions before putting them to the meeting, for approval.  
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As there were no questions, the Chair invited the meeting to approve the Accounts. The wording 
of the resolution was posted on the Zoom Polling System and the resolution was proposed by 
Veronika Lederman and seconded by Benjamin Fantini. All delegates were given the opportunity 
to vote using the Zoom Polling System, which showed that the Accounts were unanimously 
approved. 
 

6. Appointment of Examiner 
The Chair reminded the European Assembly Meeting that, as EUPJ is a UK registered charity, 
the UK Charity Commission requires its annual accounts to be examined by an independent 
qualified accountant who issues a report. The 2022 accounts have been examined by accounting 
firm Grant Harrod Lerman Davis LLP, led by partner Jeremy Harrod on a free of charge basis. 
The Independent Examiner’s Report is at page 4 of the Certified Accounts. The report shows no 
criticism of the accounts and that they comply with the UK’s Charity Commission rules. The EUPJ 
Management Committee and Executive Board appreciated the services provided by Grant 
Harrod Lerman Davis LLP and wished to appoint them to examine the 2023 Accounts.  
 
The Chair invited the meeting to approve the resolution to ratify the appointment of Grant Harrod 
Lerman Davis LLP as Independent Examiners of the annual accounts for 2022 and to re-appoint 
them as Independent Examiners for EUPJ’s accounts for 2023. The wording of the resolution 
was posted on the Zoom Polling System and the resolution was proposed by Ian Lancaster and 
seconded by Jonathan Wootliff. All delegates were given the opportunity to vote using the Zoom 
Polling System, which showed that the resolution to appoint Grant Harrod Lerman Davis LLP to 
examine the 2022 Accounts of EUPJ and the appointment of Grant Harrod Lerman Davis LLP to 
perform an examination of the 2023 annual accounts for the EUPJ had been ratified and 
approved. 

 
7. EUPJ Succession Planning Proposal 

The full report and recommendations of the Search & Nominations Committee together with 
the Profiles of the various nominees were attached to the Notice of this meeting. The meeting 
noted that Gordon Smith had spent most of the last year heading the Search and Nominations 
Committee, which was an extraordinarily complex task. The meeting paid tribute to him, in his 
absence on holiday, and were very grateful for his work and attention to detail that he made to 
submit the report and its nominations. The Chair pointed out that this proposal had been 
unanimously accepted by the Management Committee and the Executive Board. There were 
no questions raised.  

 
8. Resolution to ratify the Appointments to the EUPJ Executive Board 

The Chair handed over the baton to the Vice Chair Governance to run this part of the meeting.  
 

The meeting noted that appointments to the EUPJ board and other offices are for two-year 
terms, with a maximum of three two-year terms in any one role. Some appointments need to 
be by election, some are ex officio appointments and, some are made by the Executive Board, 
itself.  
 
The following members of the board were standing down at the end of the meeting: 

• Gordon Smith - member of the Management Committee as President 

• Paul Winter – member of the Management Committee as Vice-Chair Finance 

• David Bernstein – representative for the Platform of Liberal Jews of Switzerland (PLJS) 

• Arthur Buchman – representative for Shir Hatzafon in Denmark 

• John Clarke – representative of the Jewish Liberal Congregation, Or Chadasch  

• Tamas Gróf – representative of both Bet Orim, Reform Jewish Congregation and Szim 
Salom Congregation in Hungary 

• Peter Jossi – representative for the Platform of Liberal Jews of Switzerland (PLJS) 

• Celia Naval – representative of AJL, the French Assembly 

• Miriam Kramer – member of the Management Committee as Chair of EUPJ  
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 As Gordon was unavailable to thank Miriam for her commitment and contribution to EUPJ on 
behalf of the current committee, he had prepared a brief video, which was played to the 
meeting. 

 
8a. Resolution to ratify the appoint of a new President 

As Gordon Smith was retiring as President at this year’s European Assembly, the meeting 
thanked him for his contribution to the movement and would be replaced by Miriam Kramer.  

 
Miriam was eminently qualified for this role, after a stint on the RSGB (as it then was) board she 
became involved with Leo Baeck College. Initially, she formed and chaired a committee to 
organise events to mark the College’s 50th anniversary in 2006 and then chaired the College 
for four years. After a brief respite, she was approached to chair EUPJ, and she did this for six 
years. At the end of last year, she was approached to return as Co-chair and then took over as 
Chair – with the stipulation that she would not hold office for no more than six months following 
the meeting on 20 April. This appointment as President was unanimously recommended by the 
Management Committee and Executive Board.  

 
The Vice-Chair Governance, invited the meeting to approve and ratify that Miriam Kramer be 
and is hereby appointed to the Executive Board and Management Committee in the position of 
President of the EUPJ,  and that the first terms of this appointment shall end at the 2025 Annual 
Assembly by using the Zoom Polling system. The resolution was proposed by Veronica 
Lederman and seconded by Celia Naval. The resolution to the appointment of Miriam Kramer 
was approved. 

 
8b. Resolution to ratify the appoint of a new Chair 
 As Miriam was stepping down as Chair at this year’s European Assembly, the meeting thanked 

her for her contribution to the movement and would be replaced by Rabbi Lea Mühlstein.  
 

Rabbi Lea Mühlstein was eminently qualified as acting Chair of the UK Zionist Federation; 2022 
to date, Board member of the London Centre for the Study of Contemporary Antisemitism; 2017 
to date member of the Board of Governors and the Executive of the Jewish Agency for Israel; 
2017 to date Member of the Expanded Executive of the WZO and member of the Vaad Ha-poel; 
2017 to date International Chair of Arzenu; 2011 to date Member of the organising team of the 
Jewish Christian Muslim Conference and was unanimously recommended by the Management 
Committee and Executive Board. 

 
The Vice-Chair Governance, invited the meeting to approve and ratify that Rabbi Lea Mühlstein 
be and is hereby appointed to the Executive Board and Management Committee in the position 
of Chair of the EUPJ, and that the first term of this appointment shall end at the 2025 Annual 
Assembly.by using the Zoom Polling system. The resolution was proposed by Miriam Kramer 
and seconded by Tamas Gróf. The resolution to the appointment of Rabbi Lea Mühlstein was 
approved. 

 
8c. Resolution to ratify the appoint of a new Vice-Chair Finance 

As Paul Winter was stepping down as Vice-Chair Finance at this year’s European Assembly, 
the meeting thanked him for his contribution to the movement and would be replaced by Pierre 
Elkaim. Pierre had been introduced to the meeting at point 5 and was unanimously 
recommended by the Management Committee and Executive Board. 

 
The Vice-Chair Governance, invited the meeting to approve and ratify that Pierre Elkaim be and 
is hereby appointed to the Executive Board and Management Committee in the position of Vice-
Chair Finance of the EUPJ, and that the first term of this appointment shall end at the 2025 
Annual Assebly.by using the Zoom Polling system. The resolution was proposed by Miriam 
Kramer and seconded by Ariel Zavala. The resolution to the appointment of Pierre Elkaim was 
approved. 
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8d. Resolution to ratify the appoint of Vice-Chair, UK Reform and Liberal Movements Liaison 
 The Vice-Chair Governance introduced the new role, Vice-Chair, UK Reform and Liberal 

Movements Liaison for which Ian Lancaster was eminently qualified as he has been a member 
of North West Surry Synagogue (NWSS) since 1989. He has twice served as Chairman at 
NWSS, as well as a warden. He has been a member of the Movement for Reform Judaism’s 
(MRJ) Board for four years and chaired the joint MRJ/Liberal Judaism Working Group on 
Rabbinic Training; He is also one of two MRJ nominees to the Board of Leo Baeck College. He 
was unanimously recommended by the Management Committee and Executive Board. 

 
The Vice-Chair Governance, invited the meeting to approve and ratify that Ian Lancaster be and 
is hereby appointed to the Executive Board and Management Committee in the position of Vice-
Chair, UK Reform and Liberal Movements Liaison of the EUPJ, and that the first term of this 
appointment shall end at the 2025 Annual Assebly.by using the Zoom Polling system. The 
resolution was proposed by Ariel Zavala and seconded by Veronika Lederman. The resolution 
to the appointment of Ian Lancaster was approved. 

 
8e. To confirm representative appointments of the Executive Board 

The following appoints to the Executive Board by Constituent Members for new representatives 
or for those appointed for a second of third term. These are rights granted under the constitution 
so no vote was required but were announced to the meeting: 

• By Liberal Judaism in the UK – Rabbi Charley Baginsky for her second term 

• By AJL, the French Assembly, Stéphane Beder for his third term and Michel Kahn for his 
second term and Anne Sebbag for her first term. 

• By the Liberal Jewish Community of Luxembourg – David Weis for his third term 

• By the Executive Board in respect of Hungary, Péter Árvai for his first term. 

• By Or Chadasch Synagogue in Vienna – Katherine Gundolf for her first term 

• By the Executive Board in respect of PJLS, the Platform for Liberal Judaism in Switzerland, 
two nominations will follow at the next Executive Board meeting. 

• By the Executive Board in respect of Denmark, a nomination will follow at the next Executive 
Board meeting. 
 

It was noted that board representation for countries with more than one member and no national 
union, are made by the Executive Board and that the appointments in respect of Spain will be 
dealt with at a future board meeting. 

 
9. Rabbinic Matters 

The Chair advised that full reports from the European Rabbinic Assembly (ERA), the European 
Beit Din (EBD) and the Central European Beit Din (CEBD) were included in the Annual Report 
on pages 15, 17 and 18 respectively. No questions were raised at the meeting. The Chair 
thanked the rabbis who headed these organisations for all the work they do for EUPJ and felt 
that all of us were in debt to them. 

 
10. EUPJ Stichting/Foundation 

 
The Chair advised that a full report on the activities of the Stichting (Foundation) was included 
in the Annual Report on page 11; the Chair pointed out that this was the annual assembly 
meeting of the EUPJ and not that of the EUPJ Stichting/Foundation. However, the Chair invited 
questions which would be answered by members of the Foundation who were present at the 
meeting. No questions were raised at the meeting. The Chair thanked her European colleagues 
for all the work they had done to date. 
 

 
11. Any Other EUPJ Reports 

The Chair advised no other reports had been received. 
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12. Any Other Business 
The Chair advised that, no member notified the Vice-Chair Governance by the due date of any 
matter or issue to be put on the agenda to be dealt with at this meeting. The Chair reminded 
the meeting that one could put any point to the Management Committee at any time by email 
to the Chair, Vice-Chair Governance or Deborah Grabiner, our Administrator. 
 

Miriam Kramer (MK) as out-going Chair said it had been a pleasure to Chair the movement twice 
and she knew under the very capable leadership of Rabbi Lea Mühlstein that the movement would 
go from strength to strength. Miriam handed over the meeting to the new Chair, Rabbi Lea Mühlstein. 
 
The Chair, Rabbi Mühlstein, thanked Miriam for all her work at EUPJ and for chairing this meeting 
so efficiently and looks forward to count on her wisdom as President. She also thanked Jonathan 
Eaton, Vice-Chair Governance, for running this meeting and to Deborah Grabiner, for organising this 
meeting. The Chair then opened her era as Chair as a new beginning for her and all those that had 
been newly elected to the Management Committee and Executive Board. She looked forward to 
working with them over the next two years. The Chair invited everyone to let her know how they 
would like to see EUPJ grow and develop in partnership over the next two years, together. She 
described her familiarity with the struggles that some of you are experiencing of fighting the good 
fight for recognition and she can share how it feels when things get better. She is Senior Co-Rabbi 
of a large North London Synagogue whose Emeritus Rabbi, Rabbi Dr Andrew Goldstein was also 
past Chair of EUPJ some years ago. Rabbi Lea Mühlstein looked forward to learning from him and 
to progress many new ideas and to look forward to the future. She shared her favourite teaching 
from Pirkei Avot, it is not your responsibility to finish the work, but neither are you free to desist from 
it. We probably will not finish the work together, but we will all work in the spirit as Rabbi Rothschild 
shared in her study of serving the congregation, of serving the public and hopefully, we complete 
this with faithfulness. 
 
The Chair declared the meeting closed and she looked forward to seeing everyone at next year’s 
meeting, hopefully in person. 
 
 
 
....................................................... 
Chair of the European Assembly Meeting 
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