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Statement from the European Union for Progressive Judaism (EUPJ)
In Solidarity with the UK Movement for Progressive Judaism — Standing for
Dialogue, Justice, and the Release of Hostages

The European Union for Progressive Judaism unequivocally stands with the UK
Movement for Progressive Judaism—especially its co-leaders, Rabbis Charley
Baginsky and Josh Levy—who were summarily removed from the stage at a London
rally on August 10" calling for the release of hostages.

To silence these rabbis amid a rally dedicated to human dignity is as shameful as it is
counterproductive. The community's own representative body, The Board of
Deputies, of British Jews labeled the behaviour "disgraceful" and warned: “if we
cannot even hear and speak to other Jews with respect, we have no chance of
connecting with wider society.”

The EUPJ affirms:

e We join the urgent demand for the immediate release of hostages, who must
not be bargaining chips but beloved human beings.

e We condemn the silencing of Progressive voices — especially at a rally
whose sole purpose was to urge freedom for the captives.

e We reassert our commitment to open dialogue and pluralism as foundational,
not optional, to Jewish communal life.

Progressive rabbis also responded with moral leadership: they held a Havdalah
service outside Downing Street, calling for a ceasefire, expanded humanitarian aid
to Gaza, and justice for all suffering—hostages and civilians alike

Our message is simple— because that's how you build lasting trust: Dissent isn’t
dangerous; silence is. Pluralism isn’t weakness; it’s survival.
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